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Michael Harrington : The Other America: Poverty in the United States  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Other America: Poverty in the United States: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A relatively unbiased explanation of what happened and why.By 
EdisonOne hundred years from now people attempting to understand what happened to this county called America, 
will be going to the libraries of the future and looking for "The Other America: Poverty in the United States". They 
will be doing this not because Michael Harrington's book happened to have be popular for for so long in contemporary 
sociology studies, but they will have come to realize tomorrow just like today the book rings true. A concise and 
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scholarly explanation of the evolution of the America that most social science books neglect to mention. Somewhere 
down the road of time, when people are trying to figure how what happened here, this is one of those places that they 
will find the origins of Americas accelerated downfall.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Second Time 
AroundBy Jim AltfeldActually read this book the first time 50 years ago when it came out. Reading it this time, it has 
caused me to see how much no longer applies, how much has changed for both good and bad, and how the original 
program has gone awry. For far too many, history begins today, which is so far from the truth. At least this book will 
give you a feel for what things were like fifty years ago instead of taking the word of some revisionist which is too 
often the case.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. essential compassionBy M. lewisThis should be 
required reading for every American. It is even more relevant now than when it was written. A deeply beautiful and 
profoundly compassionate book. I wish I'd known Harrington. I hope to read everything he wrote!

In the fifty years since it was published, The Other America has been established as a seminal work of sociology. This 
anniversary edition includes Michael Harringtons essays on poverty in the 1970s and 80s as well as a new introduction 
by Harringtons biographer, Maurice Isserman. This illuminating, profoundly moving classic is still all too relevant for 
todays America.When Michael Harringtons masterpiece, The Other America, was first published in 1962, it was 
hailed as an explosive work and became a galvanizing force for the war on poverty. Harrington shed light on the lives 
of the poorfrom farm to cityand the social forces that relegated them to their difficult situations. He was determined to 
make poverty in the United States visible and his observations and analyses have had a profound effect on our country, 
radically changing how we view the poor and the policies we employ to help them.

An excellent bookand a most important one. The New YorkerMike Harrington has made more Americans more 
uncomfortable for more good reasons than any other person I know. For most people, that would be achievement 
enough. But for Mike it was only the beginningbecause the more he saw that was wrong with America, the harder he 
fought to make it right. Senator Edward KennedyThe Other America is a scream of rage, a call to conscience. The 
New York Times Book About the AuthorBorn in Missouri in 1928, Michael Harrington was a writer, political activist, 
theorist, professor, commentator, and founding member of the Democratic Socialists of America. During his time as 
editor for New America, he wrote his seminal text The Other America: Poverty in the United States, a bestseller that 
has been credited for sparking the War on Poverty. A frequent writer, Harrington wrote fifteen books and has had 
articles publishes in journals such as The New Republic, The Nation, and many others. He married in 1963 and had 
two children. He died in 1989. 


