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Gerard Macatasney : The Other Famine: The 1822 Crisis in County Leitrim  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Other Famine: The 1822 Crisis in County Leitrim: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating and informative reading about the famine and the people 
of Leitrim in the early 1820sBy CateExcellent source of detailed and fascinating information on the 1822 famine in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1845889878


County Leitrim. Well written. Not much is available on this topic unless one researches in places such as the National 
Library of Ireland, the National Archives of Ireland or online. Highly recommended. I had a personal interest because 
my maternal grandmother's mother emigrated from several villages, such as Derrenivver, Derradda, Cronery, etc. 
along and just south of the Leitrim Cavan County line (during the Famine of 1846 - 1851).2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Packed with informationBy Jon FitchThis small book has lots of information.While the 
information is presented from an apparently Catholic perspective, the source of information is predominantly from 
Protestant sources. The book is very focused on County Leitrim, so if one is not interested in that locale, (s)he 
shouldn't bother. My experience is that it is difficult to find information about Co. Leitrim for this period, so this book 
is significant.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expectedBy kakepoToo much political info 
not enough people experiences, seems to repeat info alot, did read it though, would not recommend

In the summer of 1822 a bad potato crop and limited employment opportunities created famine conditions in the west 
and south-west of Ireland. The Other Famine is the first book to examine these events, and specifically their 
implications for County Leitrim. Beginning with an overview of life in the county from 1800 to 1821, this book looks 
at landlordtenant relationships, the standard of living of the poor, and the impact of the typhus fever epidemic of 1816-
18. What follows is a detailed analysis of the summer of 1822 in Leitrim, when more than half the population relied on 
hand-outs from a variety of charitable institutions, particularly the London Tavern Committee. Among the issues 
explores are how the mechanism of relief was established in the county, the personalities involved and the problems 
which arose. Finally, the author assessed the role played by landlords, and the reasons why so many people in the 
county, and the country as a whole, were left dependent on a single crop for their survival. For The Other Famine, 
MacAtasney has sourced a rich body of material which enables us, for the first time, to gain an in-depth understanding 
of the effects of the failure of the potato crop in 1822.

About the AuthorGerard Macatasney, originally from Lurgan, County Armagh, now lives and works in Belfast. Over 
the years he has written extensively on various aspects of Irish history. He holds a doctorate from the University of 
Liverpool and MA degrees from the University of Ulster and Queen's University Belfast. This is his sixth book. 


