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From Oxford University Press : The Oxford Handbook of Criminology  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Oxford Handbook of Criminology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Ethan S. BurgerA good reference volume.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. OutstandingBy William PodmoreThis is the leading modern text in criminology, 
comprehensive and authoritative, written by 35 distinguished British contributors. The editors are Mike Maguire, 
Professor of Criminology at Cardiff University, Rod Morgan, Chairman of the Youth Justice Board of England and 
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Wales and Professor Emeritus at Bristol University, and Robert Reiner, Professor of Criminology at the London 
School of Economics.It has five parts: the history and theory of criminology, the social construction of crime and 
crime control, the dimensions of crime, the forms of crime, and reactions to crime. It covers research and policy 
developments and their relationship to race, gender, youth culture and political economy.The evidence is that the 
serious violent crime rate is much higher in Thatcherite political economies than in welfarist ones. As Reiner writes, 
'there is a plethora of material confirming that crime of all kinds is linked to inequality, relative deprivation, and 
unemployment.' So, for example, the rise in crime in Britain in the 1980s was due to what happened in the 1980s: 
naturally Thatcher blamed it on what had happened 20 years before. And it was the 1980s, not the 1960s, that saw the 
dramatic rise in opiate use here.The evidence shows that states with higher welfare spending have less crime and lower 
imprisonment rates. For every dollar spent, Michigan's Head Start welfare programme brought $17 of benefit by 
cutting crime, thereby cutting the numbers imprisoned and thus the costs of imprisonment.Of course, recognising that 
crime has root causes does not stop us exploring all possible avenues of crime reduction, victim support and penal 
reform. Nor does it mean ignoring offenders' moral responsibility. Understanding does not cancel the need for 
judgment.Thatcherite political economies also have more punitive penal policies. Yet welfarist Sweden has had a 
smaller rise in crime than Britain, while having a less punitive penal policy. Similarly, Finland has dramatically cut its 
prison numbers, without increasing crime.Growing economic inequality and social polarisation increase crime and 
therefore insecurity and fear. We cannot afford to leave the economy, or society or security to the market. We need to 
take responsibility for all aspects of our society.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great. ConditionBy 
M. GallegosGreat. Condition. Love he book as a first time criminology student I think it will be excellent for getting 
into something's I missed as an undergrad

The most comprehensive and authoritative single volume text on the subject, the fourth edition of the acclaimed 
Oxford Handbook of Criminology combines masterly reviews of all the key topics with extensive references to aid 
further research. In addition to the history of the discipline and reviews of different theoretical perspectives, the book 
provides up-to-date reviews of diverse topics as the criminal justice process, race and gender, crime statistics, and the 
media and crime. The fourth edition has been substantially revised and updated and is essential reading for all teachers 
and students of criminology and an indispensable sourcebook for professionals.Online Resource Center * Test bank of 
questions enabling lecturers to test their students' progress and understanding * Web links to key criminological 
resources allowing students to further research the subject * Notes on the Contributors * Editors' Introduction to the 
4th edition 
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