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Jack London : The People of the Abyss  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The People of the Abyss: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The depths of despairBy jacksonDon't go into this one unless you 
are prepared for intensely depressing scenarios. While this is not one of Jack London's most exciting books, it is most 
certainly effective. A description of the author's first-hand descent into early 20th century London's East End, it takes 
off where Dickens left nearly a century earlier. But this is not fiction. No one says "Please sir, may I have some 
more?" The poor of the East End rarely have anything at all to eat, nowhere to sleep, and nothing at all to look forward 
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to. Hundreds of thousands barely exist in this nether world of starvation, disease, crime and depravity. And it is all 
real, described first-hand by the intrepid Jack London, as he lives the life of an East-Ender.It would be unbelievable as 
fiction; as fact it is clear how socialism struck such a strong chord with this passionate, expressive writer.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. East End of London in 1902By ZannVery interesting telling of the situation of the 
poor in the East End of London in the early 1900s. It's really an interesting point of view on the lower classes of 
England who move to London to find work and are met with unemployment and poverty. The results of this poverty 
are shown in the health and social issues of the day. I really recommend this book. It's not long and to be honest the 
audio book is much easier to get through but get it. It's an eye opener.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
A ClassicBy Happily RetiredA chilling example of well written first person social reportage that documents the 
conditions in the East End of London in 1902. The details have changed, but the book is still timely due to the 
resurgence of vast economic inequality in many societies that have the resources but not the political interest in social 
justice. A depressing but very worthwhile read. It reminds us that for most citizens, their place in a civil society is 
fragile and perilous.

The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote this 
first-hand account by living in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for several months, sometimes 
staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were the same as 
those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the contemporary London poor.

"It is written with the smoldering anger of turn-of-the-century revolutionary socialism. There are no gray shadings in 
London's economic world. There is only the evil of capitalism and the saintly suffering of the poor. The rich had had 
their stories told in mass periodicals, and London felt it was time to let the ignored speak. He thus wrote the 
biographies of the people who have been exploited by imperialism and capitalism. This is the book that counters the 
Horatio Alger story. For every Alger, for every Rockefeller, there is a mass of sufferers whose plight enabled the 
speedy rise to wealth of a few. In its sociological and journalistic documentation of poverty is a call for direct action. 
Wealth blinds, and London makes us see. With this reprinting of London's incredibly important and readable book, 
Pluto Press and London remind us of how economic exploitation must always be fought, that we must always be 
educated in the lives of the unfortunate." --James Williams, editor and publisher of the Jack London Journal, USA"The 
People of the Abyss" was written at the beginning of the twentieth century and yet it speaks just as vividly of the 
conditions at end of the century. We are seeing the erosion and deterioration of all that was won through hard-fought 
labor battles: the end of the 8 hour work day; people working two jobs and still not being able to make ends meet; 
children left to their own devices as parents are stretched to the breaking point; the rise of infectious diseases, 
especially tuberculosis, as people are forced to live in more crowded, unsanitary conditions; the lack of healthcare; 
increasing numbers of people living on the street; and hunger. These were the conditionsJack London saw and 
described in East London at the turn of the century; but they could as easily have been New York City or any large 
American city; and they could be any large American city today." -- .com reader in San Francisco"No other book of 
mine took so much of my young heart and tears as that study of the economic degradation of the poor." --Jack 
LondonFrom the PublisherThis book is in Electronic Paperback Format. If you view this book on any of the computer 
systems below, it will look like a book. Simple to run, no program to install. Just put the CD in your CDROM drive 
and start reading. The simple easy to use interface is child tested at pre-school levels. Windows 3.11, Windows/95, 
Windows/98, OS/2 and MacIntosh and Linux with Windows Emulation. Includes Quiet Vision's Dynamic Index. the 
abilty to build a index for any set of characters or words.About the AuthorJohn Griffith "Jack" London (born John 
Griffith Chaney, January 12, 1876 November 22, 1916)was an American author, journalist, and social activist. He was 
a pioneer in the then-burgeoning world of commercial magazine fiction and was one of the first fiction writers to 
obtain worldwide celebrity and a large fortune from his fiction alone. 


