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Frederick Mosteller : The Pleasures of Statistics: The Autobiography of Frederick Mosteller before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pleasures of Statistics: The
Autobiography of Frederick Mosteller:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An interesting look at statistcal approaches to hard problemsByYy
steven J Correial thoroughly enjoyed this book. It has an interesting format for a biography asit starts with


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0387779558

descriptions of several statistical problems worked by Mosteller and others, and the autobiographical material is given
lessimportance and is sandwich in between descriptions of his major works. Thereis much a scientist can learn from
this book about the road well-taken. However, the book does not stand alone... familiarity with Mosteller's
contributions (as can be found in A statistical model: Frederick Mosteller's contributions to Statistics. | became
familiar with Mosteller through reading is technical papers and various textbooks. It is nice to be able to read about the
man behind the papers.

From his unique perspective, renowned statistician and educator Frederick Mosteller describes many of the projects
and eventsin hislong career. From humble beginnings in western Pennsylvaniato becoming the founding chairman of
Harvard Universitys Department of Statistics and beyond, he inspired many statisticians, scientists, and students with
his unabashed pragmatism, creative thinking, and zest for both learning and teaching. This candid account offers fresh
insights into the qualities that made Mosteller a superb teacher, a prolific scholar, a respected leader, and a valued
advisor. A special feature of the book isits chapter-length insider accounts of work on the pre-election polls of 1948,
statistical aspects of the Kinsey report on sexual behavior in the human male, mathematical learning theory, authorship
of the disputed Federalist papers, safety of anesthetics, and a wide-ranging examination of the Coleman report on
equality of educational opportunity. Thisvolume is a companion to Selected Papers of Frederick Mosteller (Springer,
2006) and A Statistical Model: Frederick Mostellers Contributions to Statistics, Science, and Public Policy (Springer-
Verlag, 1990). Frederick Mosteller (19162006) was Roger |. Lee Professor of Mathematical Statistics at Harvard
University. His manuscript was unfinished at his death and has been updated.

From the Back CoverFrom his unigue perspective, renowned statistician and educator Frederick Mosteller describes
many of the projects and eventsin hislong career. From humble beginnings in western Pennsylvania to becoming the
founding chairman of Harvard Universitys Department of Statistics and beyond, he inspired many statisticians,
scientists, and students with his unabashed pragmatism, creative thinking, and zest for both learning and teaching. This
candid account offers fresh insights into the qualities that made Mosteller a superb teacher, a prolific scholar, a
respected leader, and a valued advisor. A special feature of the book isits chapter-length insider accounts of work on
the pre-election polls of 1948, statistical aspects of the Kinsey report on sexual behavior in the human male,
mathematical learning theory, authorship of the disputed Federalist papers, safety of anesthetics, and awide-ranging
examination of the Coleman report on equality of educational opportunity. Thisvolume is a companion to Selected
Papers of Frederick Mosteller (Springer, 2006) and A Statistical Model: Frederick Mostellers Contributions to
Statistics, Science, and Public Policy (Springer-Verlag, 1990). Frederick Mosteller (19162006) was Roger |. Lee
Professor of Mathematical Statistics at Harvard University. His manuscript was unfinished at his death and has been
updated. From the reviews. This volume is a companion to Selected Papers of Frederick Mosteller (Springer, 2006) and
A statistical Model: Frederick Mostellers Contributions to Statistics, Science, and Public Policy (Springer-Verlag,
1990). It givesinsights into the qualities that made Mosteller an enthusiastic instructor/teacher, prolific scholar, and a
leader in statistical science. The volume showcases the personal details of agreat scholar and gentleman a human side!
According to my quick counting, there are approximately 74 pictures of Mostellerboth individual and group shots,
some of these historical in nature. The editors have done a superb job in compiling this volume and | think they
deserve avote of thanks for their time and effort to make this volume areality and for sharing such interesting
information about Frederick Mosteller. There is awealth of information regarding teaching, research, and many other
interesting topics; an enjoyable read! (Technometrics, August 2010, Vol. 52, No. 3)All interested in statistical
research, statisticsin society, and academic life, particularly those for whom it is not too late to benefit from the
wisdom in this book. the book has much to offer those interested in the teaching of statistics, cross-disciplinary aswell
as narrow sense statistical research and academic administration it is written for those who believe in the power of
statistics to help make the world a better place. This combination of textbook and personal memoir is very appealing.
(Terry Speed, International Statistical , Vol. 79 (1), 2011) The fact that Mosteller wrote over 350 papers and 50 books
with over 200 coauthors shows his wide influence in the statistical community. The core of thisbook isan
autobiography that Mosteller prepared in the late 1980s . This book provides awonderful insight into Mostellerslife
and | believe it would be an enjoyable read for both statisticians and people outside of the statistical community . One
can learn much more about Mostellers contributions, hislife, and his many collaborative efforts. (Jim Albert, Journal
of the American Statistical Association, Vol. 106 (493), March, 2011)I have spent the last fortnight reading Professor
Mostellers posthumously published autobiography, The Pleasures of Statistics. And what a pleasure it wasto
reacquaint myself with him! As alwayswith Fred, | learned a great deal along the way. The Pleasures of Statisticsisa
joy. It offers an inside view of how akind, gentle, wise and first-class mind works. It istoo rich in wit and wisdom to
rush through. And it is his last book. (Howard Wainer, Psychometrika, Vol. 76 (1), January, 2011) The book is avery
interesting read. Beyond the interesting read are insights from Mosteller into the research and teaching processes.
These are insights that many academics could benefit from. This provides valuable insights to a modern reader who
typically would see only the polished research publications that came out at the end of the project. For someone at the



beginning of his’her academic career, the book provides many sound pieces of advice that become apparent between
thelines. (David Bellhouse, Mathematical s, Issue 2011 g)



