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Amanda Porterfield : The Power of Religion: A Comparative Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Power of Religion: A Comparative Introduction: 

The Power of Religion is an engaging introduction to six religious traditions--Native American religions, Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism--which recognizes the diversity of religious belief and offers both 
comparative and historical analysis. Genuinely accessible to undergraduates and general readers, it shows how various 
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forms of these traditions are lived out in practice, experience, and community, presenting religions as conceivable 
ways of living and demonstrating how religious beliefs are integrally related to other aspects of life. Many chapters 
open with a description of a particular religious event or act that one might encounter today in the United States, where 
virtually all of the world's religions are now being practiced. The author discusses several of the historical 
developments each religion has undergone and considers how each of the religions has changed in response to the 
climate of religious exchange and religious pluralism that exists in the United States today. The Power of Religion 
helps readers to understand the vitality and plausibility of religious belief, to draw comparisons between religions, and 
to reflect on the nature of religion and its role in society. It is ideal for courses in introduction to religion, world 
religions, and comparative religion, and will also appeal to general readers interested in religion.

"An excellent introductory reader for understanding the diversity of religious beliefs and practices and the way(s) 
religion is an integral aspect of all cultures and traditions. Excellent for all college levels."--Rosemary Rader, Carleton 
College"I'm excited to find a text that focuses on the ways religion 'plays out' in real human lives, that is rooted in 
lived experience and historical realities, and that connects new concepts and materials to previous concepts and 
materials in the text. My students will appreciate the readability of the text."--Wayne A. Gilbert, Community College 
of Aurora"I have been searching for an introductory book that presents the truths of religion in a clear and meaningful 
way. The Power of Religion is the answer to my prayers."--Rev. James, Nadeau, University of New England"The use 
of descriptions of religious rituals as the doorway to the study of religions is excellent."--Michael Latzer, Gannon 
University"A very much needed and useful resource for any introductory course on the world's religions. Whereas 
most textbooks present various religions in their official forms, Porterfield's text offers informative and intimate 
portraits of religions in their popular forms."--Fotini Katsanus, University of North Carolina-Charlotte"Well written, 
easy to understand. It follows through on the claims in the introduction. I appreciate the comparison of groups along 
the way, and the final section on community is helpful in pulling the pieces together."--Stephen Pettis, Buffalo State 
College"I like the concrete approach."--O.A. Robinson, Central Methodist CollegeAbout the AuthorAmanda 
Porterfield is at Indiana University-Purdue University. 


