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Mark Leech : The Prisoners Handbook  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Prisoners Handbook: 

There has long been a great need for a book which takes a careful and informative look at prisons in England and 
Wales. But problems of access have inhibited all but the most persistent writers - until now. Mark Leech, a former 
prisoner and acclaimed writer, has compiled a comprehensive guide to prisons in England and Wales which will be 
invaluable to anyone concerned with prisons, particularly prisoners and their families. As well as providing a core 
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prison-by-prison guide compiled using reports from H. M. Inspector of Prisons and questionnaires completed by both 
prisoners and staff, the book also offers advice on useful organizations, legal rights, disciplinary matters, health, 
finance, race discrimination, how to start your sentence, complaints and requests, discharge grants, release, women 
prisoners, and young offenders. This book is intended for readers interested in prisons in the UK. Social workers who 
work with prisoners; probation officers; prison governors and officers; police officers; prisoners and their families; 
academic researchers into prisons; lawyers representing prisoners.

`Legal agents, solicitors, probation officers, doctors, journalists and criminologists would certainly do well to have 
copies.'The Spectator`Covers everything prisoners and their families need to know about a spell inside and detention 
centre in England and Wales.'Evening Gazette`The publication of Mark Leech's The Prisoners' Handbook is overdue 
and welcome. The book also serves as an excellent source for anyone remotely interested in contemporary British 
penal policy and practice ... gives detailed and comprehensive treatment of prison law, the intricacies of dailyprison 
routine, bureaucratic hierarchies, official reports, and explanations and advice relating to everything from prison 
visiting rules to factors determining release on parole ... invaluable information on how to apply for bail, submit direct 
appeals, change lawyers, legally challenge decisionson segregation and categorisation, and obtain grants and support 
available to discharged prisoners ... I applaud this attempt to create a manual information from which prisoners, their 
families and friends, and others concerned with the British system of justice, can benefit.'Financial Times`This book 
makes fascinating reading for those of us on the outside and is a must for the captive audience within and their friends 
and relatives. Its well-written information-packed pages give everything you want to know about each prison, from 
educational facilities to food ... This goldmineof information is unputdownable.'The Oldie`This is an invaluable piece 
of work from an acclaimed writer ... It deserves to be on the shelf of every BOV office and in every prison 
library.'AMBoV Quarterly`Normally I avoid cliches. But the phrase "Everything you ever wanted to know about..." 
really can be applied to The Prisoners' Handbook except that the second half should read: "and didn't even know you 
needed to ask." ... For the intended readership - in other words prisoners and theirloved ones - the handbook will, I 
imagine, become obligatory reading.'British Medical Journal'the Egon Ronay of the prison world...Well done Mr 
Leech and Oxford University Press!'`'It is a tribute to Leech's perseverance that he has assembled so much detail 
between these covers: it is an invaluable sourcebook.''British Journal of SociologyAbout the AuthorAward-winning 
author, journalist, and playwright, Mark Leech spent much of his early life in care and, latterly, in prison. His 
autobiography A Product of the System, was published in 1992 and won first prize in the Chambers Cox Literary 
Awards. He has recently been awarded a Writer's Bursaryfrom the Scottish Arts Council (one of only four people to do 
so in Scotland in 1993). His first play The facts Speak for Themselves was awarded a BBC Radio Drama Award since 
which he has gained many further awards for his writing. A Channel Four documentary focusing on his release 
andrehabilitation was screened in the autumn of 1994. 


