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Robert Nisbet : The Quest for Community: A Study in the Ethics of Order and Freedom (Background: 
Essential Texts for the Conservative Mind)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Quest for Community: A Study in the Ethics of Order and Freedom (Background: 
Essential Texts for the Conservative Mind): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding. A must read work for anyone who cares ...By Rose 
McConnellOutstanding. A must read work for anyone who cares about creating community. Nisbet was quite 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1935191500


prescient in recignizing the threat of the central government posed to local associations and the ability of humans to 
form meaningful connections.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Absolute Essential Social Science 
Reading in These TimesBy Kal-ElNisbet's conservative masterwork often times reads like it could have come from the 
Populist or Anarchist Left (and indeed he quotes many of these folks). Prescient not just for its depth of Western 
Political Theory as well as its primary indictments of the State historically and today but also its trenchant rejection of 
'free market' capitalism the Right embraces today. If there is to be a true conservative realignment based on voluntary 
pluralism, it will only come with an understanding of this prophet's work.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Restore community.By dr donnerWhat a good book. Incredibly insightful and prophetic. This book is more 
relevant for 2017 dysfunctional society than many other books.

One of the leading thinkers to emerge in the postwar conservative intellectual revival was the sociologist Robert 
Nisbet. His book The Quest for Community, published in 1953, stands as one of the most persuasive accounts of the 
dilemmas confronting modern society.Nearly a half century before Robert Putnam documented the atomization of 
society in Bowling Alone, Nisbet argued that the rise of the powerful modern state had eroded the sources of 
communitythe family, the neighborhood, the church, the guild. Alienation and loneliness inevitably resulted. But as 
the traditional ties that bind fell away, the human impulse toward community led people to turn even more to the 
government itself, allowing statismeven totalitarianismto flourish.ISI Books is proud to present this new edition of 
Nisbets magnum opus, featuring a brilliant introduction by New York Times columnist Ross Douthat and three critical 
essays. Published at a time when our communal life has only grown weaker and when many Americans display cultish 
enthusiasm for a charismatic president, this new edition of The Quest for Community shows that Nisbets insights are 
as relevant today as ever.

About the AuthorRobert Nisbet (19131996) was a professor at Columbia University and the author of The 
Sociological Tradition, The Social Bond, The Present Age, and other books. 


