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Elaine T. Partnow : The Quotable Woman: The First 5,000 Years  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Quotable Woman: The First 5,000 Years: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is amazing work of incredible discovery of poetry and quotes 
by ...By Brainwashed: Fighting For The EnemyThis is amazing work of incredible discovery of poetry and quotes by 
women through the ages. A true blessing for quote references for any writer, and a great tribute to all women authors, 
actresses, politicians and alike.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great Resource!By A CustomerThis 
book is not only fun to thumb through (and there's a lot of it to thumb through), it is a terrific resource. The 
biographical index of 3,750 women alone makes it worth having. I find myself looking stuff up in it all the time--how 
old is Gloria Steinem? Where was Golda Meir born? What country did Murasaki Shikibu come from? And then, of 
course, there are the quotations. Thousands of them. A real help in my work as a researcher. Anyone who enjoys a 
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good reference library shouldn't be without a copy of this book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
WOW!!!By Arthur E. CohenElaine Partnow's book, "The Quotable Woman," truly is a fantastic compilation of quotes 
from women throughout the ages and is a monumental piece of work. I am so overwhelmed with the quality of the 
research and effort devoted to making possible this delightful collection of quotations from women over the past 5,000 
years-- Arthur E. Cohen, MD Keene, NH

Updated and expanded, The Quotable Woman gathers 18,000 quotations from approximately 3,500 women throughout 
history. It is a veritable treasure trove of both familiar and unexpected quotations on nearly every subject imaginable - 
from friendship, love, politics, and religion to education, the arts, and women's role in society. Contributors are 
presented in chronological order by the year of their birth, then alphabetically within each year. Indexes allow readers 
to find quotations by subject and contributors by name, occupation/profession, and nationality/ethnicity.

From School Library JournalGr 8 Up-A quote, according to Partnow's foreword, merits inclusion in this work only if it 
inspires, moves, delights, and/or reveals. This revision does that with exuberance and bounty, incorporating more than 
4000 new entries spoken or written by individuals from a variety of disciplines, philosophies, and cultures. (Some 
1,000 entries from the fifth edition are gone.) Quotes are arranged chronologically by the birth year of the figure 
quoted, providing readers with a panorama of female thought through the centuries. Four indexes facilitate use: 
person, career and occupation, ethnicity and nationality, and subject. There is a scarcity of contributors born after 
1970. Unfortunately, for Sarah Palin, Partnow selected five quotes, all of which have been mocked in the media. Also, 
out of the 18,000 quotes in the book, Sotomayor's controversial "wise Latina woman" quote appears on the front 
cover. Still, no other book of quotes comes close to having such an impressive representation of women. Despite a few 
flaws, this work is organized, thorough, and well researched.-Jennifer Prince, Buncombe County Public Library, NC 
(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution 
permitted.From BooklistThirty-five years ago, Partnow began her excavation of womens history by compiling 
collections of quotations by women. This revised edition is her latest and biggest: some 1,350 new contributors and 
more than 4,000 new quotations (about a quarter of the quotations included in this collection) have been added. 
Partnow estimates that to make room for these new quotations and contributors, about 1,000 quotations from the 
previous edition, and even some of the contributors, had to be cut. For that reason, collections owning the earlier 
edition should keep it. This volume, like its predecessors, is organized chronologically, and each contributor is 
assigned a number, and within each entry, each quotation is also numbered. There are four indexes (biographical, 
career and occupation, ethnicity and nationality, and subject), and entries in each of them provide further information 
on the quoted. An effort was made to include more women from developing nations, resulting in more of the words of 
women from the African continent, the Middle East, and South Asia. The chronologically arranged quotations provide 
a kind of survey of womens history. Reading through them illustrates the concerns and challenges faced by women 
through the ages, and the variety of careers and occupations represented highlight womens accomplishments. As one 
of the best organized and most carefully documented quotation collections currently available in print, this title is 
recommended for all reference collections. --Carolyn Mulac "...the only definitive quotation book of its 
kind...Recommended..."-Library Journal; "...deserves a place on academic and public library shelves, even those that 
already hold its two predecessors."-Booklist" 


