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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A Mixed BagBy Dick from New HampshireIf you are looking for 
a tourist guide to the different parts of Germany, this book would probably be very satisfying, although you would 
probably also wind up getting guides to the particular areas you were going to.On the other hand, if your interest was 
largely in the history of the various parts, you would likely be disappointed: the history sections are fairly brief.

This is a timely and unique overview of the 16 diverse federal states that make up the reunified Germany. The 
essential data for each state is provided in this easy-to-use reference. The demographics, geography, history, recent 
politics, economy, architecture, and noteworthy sites, people and culture, memorial sites, and traditional cuisine are 
surveyed in turn. This is an invaluable resource for students studying German and Germany, travelers, and teachers.A 
clear introduction explains the new Germany in historical and regional context. It has been claimed that Germany is a 
post-national society, but regions are still a primary basis of identity for many Germans and one of the main references 
points in daily life and politics. Part of Germany's reconstruction came through re-creation and identification with 
historically remolded regions. This work offers a needed summary of the results thus far.

"Landeskunde, a German word for regional studies, connotes an area's geography, history, customs, and cuisine-
among other aspects-and accurately describes the subject matter of this unique reference guide.[t]his work will be 
useful to travelers, students, and others who want to learn basic information about this widely varied country.[a]n 
informative and useful source for general readers. Recommended for public and secondary school libraries." - Library 
Journal"This book was clearly a labor of love for accomplished German historian Dieter Buse. Academically active 
for the last forty years, the author has produced a basic reference work covering the Federal Republic's current Lander 
that seeks to show the reader how a focus on regions enables us to understand the reconstruction of German identity 
after WWII. Buse argues that after the catastrophe of the Second World War, most Germans rehabilitated themselves 
from the local level outward. While the focus on Heimat is not new, the book is well organized, factually accurate, and 
easily accessible to a variety of audiences, from academics to those planning a trip to central Europe." - H-
German"Dieter K. Buse.has combined his extensive historical knowledge and wide-ranging travel experience in 
Germany to construct a work that is easy to use, interesting to read, and useful to anyone seeking a brief introduction 
to the history and culture of Germany's various regions.Buse recognizes that the history and character of Germany's 
regions do not fit neatly within the country's current political map. By making this clear in his regional histories.he is 
able to use Germany's current configuration of states to construct chapters that stand on their own.The potential 
traveller interested in the region's landscape and cultural life would gain much from the succinct, but thorough, guide 
to main attractions.[a] very useful resource on the regions of Germany. It can be used as the starting point for those 
interested in the history of the country's various states as well as a guide for those interested in visiting the country." - 
Canadian Journal of History"[A]n excellent guide to the contemporary German Lander in their geographical, 
historical, cultural and political context. For each region information is provided on dialect, natural geography, cities, 
history, economy, 'attractions', cultural attributes and contributions (including visual arts, literature, music, customs 
and festivals, leisure and sports, civics and remembrance, and cuisine).Buse has written a guide that all students should 
read before making a trip to Germany. It will also be an excellent source for teaching preparation and for project work. 
Indeed, he has produced the kind of guide one always hopes for when buying volumes from the established travel 
guide series, where expectations are routinely disappointed by sloppy research and a poor grasp of history. Buse's 
book, by contrast, can be recommended without reservation. It must have been great fun to research and write as 
well!" - Journal of European Studies"[A]n appealing and interesting book on the regional varieties of Germany." - 
Reference s"As the title suggests, this delightful book is a fine reference guide to the history and culture of the regions 
of Germany. Its intent is to bridge the gap between general reference works and those dealing with specialized 
academic topics. The Regions of Germany has been a labor of love for author Dieter Buse, who has spent the past 30 
years working in the field of German history, and students of German and Germany will enjoy this wonderful addition 
to the field.There is just so much the author and editors can put into a reference guide, and The Regions of Germany is 
the first book I will tell others to consult as they seek to learn about Germany. Dieter Buse has provided a valuable 
resource for those studying German and Germany. This easy-to-use reference will be of interest to scholars, teachers, 
and travelers alike." - German Studies "[A]n appealing and interesting book on the regional varieties of Germany." - 
Reference Research Book News"This reference for students, teachers, and general readers provides an overview of the 
16 states that make up the reunified Germany. Buse discusses regional diversity and summarizes the results of German 
reunification in the introduction. Essential data in such areas as demographics, geography, history, recent politics, 
economy, architecture, culture, and traditional cuisine are then presented for each state. Supplementary materials 
include recipes, a glossary, a chronology, maps, and photos." - MBR Bookwatch"Any college-level collection strong 
on European studies will want to have Dieter K. Buse's reference The Regions of Germany: A Reference Guide to the 
History and Culture at hand: it provides an overview of the 16 federal states which make up the reunified Germany, 
offering details on not just geography and history, but recent political, social, and economic changes. In having both 
the history of each state and the current issues under one cover, any studying modern Germany receive a well-rounded 



overview complete with maps, photos, and timelines." - The Week in Germany"A new book by Canadian history 
professor Dieter Buse is offering insights into the vibrant, diverse cultures of Germany's 16 Laender in the first major 
English-language reference work to take on the unified German states as individual entities. The latest in a series of 
reference works by Greenwood Press, The Regions of Germany is just as much an exploration of German identity as it 
is a reference guide for teachers, students, travelers, and historians. It offers a portrait of Germany and her people that 
moves beyond the two country's most internationally recognized demographic poles, fun-loving Bavaria and 
cosmopolitan Berlin.The book is a treasure for Germanophiles, and for the armchair traveler, as well as those who 
never seem to have enough time to visit every German city and town." - "Part travel guide, part reference work, part 
cookbook, and part hodge-podge, the book is ideal for its intended man-on-the-street audience." - ociety for German-
American StudiesAbout the AuthorDieter K. Buse is Professor of History at Laurentian University, Sudbury, Ontario, 
and the coauthor of Modern Germany: An Encyclopedia of History, People and Cultures, 1871-1990 (1998), among 
other works. 


