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At once a unique textbook for methods courses and a major contribution to sociological theory, this book teaches 
students the principles of research and how to construct and test theories. It brings coherence to the study of methods 
by presenting four major approaches to experimentation: survey research, participant observation, life histories, and 
unobtrusive measures from a single theoretical point of view, symbolic interaction. It demonstrates the need for a 
synthesis between theory and methods, and shows how different methods limit and aff ect research results.Denzin's 
argues that no single method, theory, or observer can capture all that is relevant or important in reality. He argues for 
the use of triangulation and for a view of theory and methods as "concept sensitizers." His approach enables 
sociologists to acquire specifi c facts about a particular situation while simultaneously elevating these to the level of 
shared meaning.The author shows students how to proceed with research, bringing sharply into focus the possibilities 
and their limitations. Since his view is integrated rather than eclectic, this is much more than a "how to do it" manual. 
Denzin points out aspects of research that fall outside the scope of a given method yet aff ect results, and emphasizes 
the need to employ several methods to cross-check each other. The Research Act covers all the content of 
conventional methods courses. The presentation is exciting and imaginative, and provides a thorough review of major 
sociological methods, a cogent statement about approaches to sociological inquiry, and a source from which a 
understanding of the problems of research can be derived.

Norman K. Denzins The Research Act is a research methods textbook written explicitly from a symbolic interactionist 
perspective. . . . Denzins discussion of the development of sociological theory properly stresses the impact of 
sociological values, reward structures, and the political and institutional structures of the sociological community. 
William S. Fox, Contemporary Sociology "An extraordinary work in which Denzin does the best job to date of 
synthesizing the methodologies of the interactionist perspectives of the symbolic interactionists, on the one hand, and 
the ethnomethodologists, on the other. . . . Destined to be a standard reference in sociological methodology for years to 
come." Choice "A first class work. It should have a revolutionary impact on social researchindeed on the entire 
scientific enterprise in the social psychology sciences. Admirably suited to use as a textbook in courses on 
methodology." Herbert Blumer, University of California, BerkeleyFrom the PublisherPresents the symbolic 
interactionist, interpretive approach to research methods, including interviewing, experiments, surveys, participant 
observation, biographical method, film, photography, triangulation, ethics, and politics.About the AuthorNorman K. 
Denzin is professor of sociology, cinema studies, and interpretive theory at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign. He was awarded the George Herbert Mead Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Society for the 
Study of Symbolic Interaction. He is the author of several books, including The Alcoholic Society, Children and Their 
Caretakers, Hollywood Shot by Shot, Sociological Methods, and The Values of Social Science. 


