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Paul S. Gray, John B. Williamson, David A. Karp, John R. Dalphin : The Research Imagination: An 
Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Research Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative 
Methods: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easy-to-follow and helpful for beginners as well as advanced 
pracitionersBy IngeI have also found that, with little additional tweaking, the ideas and practice of Mixed Methods 
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(Qualitative and Quantitative methodologies combined) can be well-adapted to historical research, with quantitative 
methods reflecting the growing work in quantitative historical methods, as well as traditional qualitative narrative. The 
tools are here, and Dr. Gray's approach certainly takes jitters away from most encountering this for the first - or 
fiftieth - time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy bilmtnThis was a very poor book, not 
written well and didn't provided the information in a clear manner.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
this is a really good book. It makes you think about alternatives and ...By ABHIf you want to have some sense about 
the process of research, this is a really good book. It makes you think about alternatives and gives you a general idea 
about the entire process (from ideas, type of methods, and start the work). I will say this is not only a book regarding 
one field such as public policy but several in social science.

The idea that science is a blueprint for research, and imagination gives research its life and purpose inspired this 
comprehensive explanation of research methodology. The authors' decades of experience have revealed that research 
is a craft requiring judgment and creativity, not simply memorization and application of the rules of science. This book 
covers a wide variety of data-collection techniques, but presents them as reinforcing, rather than competing with one 
another, thus striking a balance between qualitative and quantitative methods and proving an essential resource for 
instructors and students of sociology.
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