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Dorothy Hinshaw Patent : The Right Dog for the Job: Ira's Path from Service Dog to Guide Dog before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Right Dog for the Job:
Ira's Path from Service Dog to Guide Dog:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | have this book available to the participants at R ...By Carol
Alexander| have this book available to the participants at R.E.A.D. (Reading Education Assistance Dog) program at
our local public library. | learned alot about the training process for seeing eye dogs. Most informative and at alevel
that children can comprehend.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. We have been reading about Morris
Frank and Buddy, ...By Teacher2We have been reading about Morris Frank and Buddy, the first seeing eye dog. This
book went along with it very well. It shows the life of a service dog from birth to placement. It was helpful in showing
the students the training that is required to be a service dog.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The book
isin good condition, but a stapled binding seems subpar for ...By E. V. StewartThe book is in good condition, but a
stapled binding seems subpar for paperback picture book priced over ten dollars. Disappointed.

Irawas not born to be an ordinary dog. A few weeks after his birth, afoster puppy trainer with PawsAbilities, Canine
Partners for People with Disabilities, took him home to begin histraining as a Service Dog. Service dogs help people
who have alot of difficulty moving around on their own. To become one, Iramust learn how to retrieve dropped keys;
press awheelchair sign to open doors; ride abus; sit quietly in loud, distracting places; and do many other difficult
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tasks. Not many dogs can do all that! Fortunately, Irais smart and confident, and he is able to pass his Service Dog
test. Unfortunately, the new facility that Iraneeds to attend for more detailed training isn't ready. What will happen to
Ira? Will he be able to learn anew career as a Guide Dog for the Blind?-This true story shows the immense impact
service and guide dogs have on the lives of the disabled, and what it takes for them to have that impact.- Adorable, full-
color photographs bring children into Ira's life and let them connect with him in avery personal way.- See how sixth
graders helped train Ira, and hear how they felt about the experience.

From School Library Journal Grade 1-5This delightful photo-essay follows a puppy from his training to become a
service dog to becoming a guide dog. In conversational tones, Patent describes Ira's training with hisraiser, who
happens to be ateacher, and the sixth-grade class lucky enough to participate in the process. The golden retriever then
moves on to more preparation with Guide Dogs for the Blind in California, and is eventually paired with a blind man.
The author keeps the focus tightly on this animal and the people around him, but manages to slip in an extraordinary
amount of information about the raising and training of guide dogs. She brings life to the narrative through detailslra
learning to ride the bus, for example, and practicing the proper way to enter an elevator so that it won't close on his
leash. The book comes to a satisfying conclusion when Ira and his new owner arrive at the eighth-grade graduation of
the students who helped raise him. Myriad full-color photographs that will capture kids' interest accompany the text.
Though the difference between service dog and guide dog is never quite made clear, this portrait of Irais sure to hook
animal lovers. Caroline Arnold's more in-depth A Guide Dog Puppy Grows Up (Harcourt, 1991) is another high-
quality book on the topic. However, with appeal for awide age range, Patent's is the right book for the job.Kathleen
Kelly MacMillan, Maryland School for the Deaf, Columbia Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistGr. 3-5. The dependable team of Patent and Munoz offers an inside
look at the training of a service dog. Puppy Iragoesto live with a"puppy raiser,” sixth-grade teacher Sandy Welch,"
when heis eight weeks old. She trains him to perform tasks such as picking up dropped keys and opening doors by
pressing wheel chair-access signs, and she helps him become accustomed to crowds, buses, and new situations. After
additional instruction at a specialized training center, Irabecomes a guide dog for ablind piano tuner. The informative
text tells the dog's story in a straightforward way, while using Ira's impact on the children in Welch's class as an
effective, emotional touch point. Most of the space in the layout is devoted to the clear, color photographs, which
record the dog's physical growth, developing skills, and relationships with people during hisfirst years. The last page
lists organizations providing service and guide dogs as well as a number of titles recommended for further reading.
Carolyn PhelanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorDorothy Hinshaw Patent
and William Muoz have worked together on a number of photo-essays, including Homesteading and the acclaimed
West by Covered Wagon, which School Library Journal starred as "a handsomely designed and well-conceived piece
of non-fiction." Dorothy livesin Montana with her husband, and William livesin British Columbiawith his family.



