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Don Mitchell : The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight

for Public Space:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy boniffhydeA much needed critique of policy
concerning public space issues. Thank you Don Mitchell.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What rights
to public space do those with no private space have?By Matt DudekMy four star rating does not mean | completely
agree with this book, but the author makes a number of compelling arguments that | am still struggling with. We all


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572308478

want our public spacesto feel safe and inviting, but does that give us the right to force those who might make someone
uncomfortable out of the space? Does this mean we can criminalize homel essness?This book iswell written, well
argued, and definitely well researched. I'm just not sure | agree with all of the conclusions.4 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. Right to the City isamust-read.By Laco TousekWell written, clear and with no
compromise. Essential book for anyone interested in issues of public space and/or homelessness. Splendid!

Includes a 2014 Postscript addressing Occupy Wall Street and other developments. Efforts to secure the American city
have life-or-death implications, yet demands for heightened surveillance and security throw into sharp relief timeless
guestions about the nature of public space, how it isto be used, and under what conditions. Blending historical and
geographical analysis, this book examines the vital relationship between struggles over public space and movements
for social justice in the United States. Don Mitchell explores how political dissent gains meaning and momentum--and
isregulated and policed--in the real, physical spaces of the city. A series of linked cases provides in-depth analyses of
early twentieth-century labor demonstrations, the Free Speech Movement and the history of People's Park in Berkeley,
contemporary anti-abortion protests, and efforts to remove homeless people from urban streets.

"In this wide-ranging tour de force, Don Mitchell offers us arich and geographically grounded exploration of struggles
over urban public space. Thisis scholarship in the best sense of the word: politically engaged, theoretically informed,
and powerfully argued. Urban public space emerges not only as a site of brutal and often violent control, but also asa
space of liberation and hope. Mitchell shows us that public spaces--the streets and parks of the everyday--matter, and
are worth fighting for."--Nicholas K. Blomley, Department of Geography, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC,
Canada'Don Mitchell packs awallop like the pamphleteering Marx. Polemical, stirring, and angry, thisbook is
required reading for anyone who cares about the fate of our cities and our fragile democracy.”--Andy Merrifield,
Graduate School of Geography, Clark University" This provocative work asserts that the right to public spaceis crucial
to advancing the cause of justice. Complex yet comprehensible, the book balances the ideas of legal scholars, cultural
theorists, and social scientists with Mitchell's singular voice based on his extensive thinking and research in the area.
Mitchell thoughtfully argues that the struggle for rights actually produces public space and thus insists that rights be
taken serioudly, especially by leftist scholars, asthey are central to counteracting exclusionary practices and the
pervasive power of the state. This book is especially appropriate for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses on
the city."--Sallie A. Marston, Department of Geography and Regional Development, University of Arizona



