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Immanuel C. Y. Hsu : The Rise of Modern China  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Rise of Modern China: 

17 of 18 people found the following review helpful. I wish every Chinese could read this book!By ChangHaving 
grown up in mainland China, having read most of the Chinese history books available, and having steeped with all 
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comtemporary arts and media propaganda as well as serious scholar works, I thought that I have a full grasp of the 
modern Chinese history until I read this book half through, of which I bought the fifth edition several years ago but 
collecting dust on the book shelf. I could not help to wait the finish of my reading of the whole book but to write this. 
So far, this is a book I read with such fascination better than reading any book in my life, including those page turner 
best seller fictions. Originally I picked up to read this book as some kind of obligation to read those books I bought but 
never opened, following my successes with those Hemingway and Mark Twain, and pessimistically planned to spend 
the rest of July to finish it, and this was only three days ago and I'm already half through. When I read this book for the 
past few days, I cannot help to notice the connections between the events in the past and those events more recently. 
For example, Kang You-Wei's reform and four modernization; Tai Ping Tiang Guo and the lang reform of the 50's; the 
list goes on. Overall, I highly recommend anyone, especially those of us oversee Chinese from mainland China, to 
read this book. I will be anxious to know whether any attempt has been made to translate this book into Chinese so 
that every Chinese could read it. Not knowing the difference between the fifth and the sixth edition, I would offer a 
suggestion to consider for the seventh edition: to add a list of Chinese for those names used in the text, since it's very 
hard to remember all the names in the out dated old spelling, in addition to correspond each with the correct Chinese 
name.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A no frills guide to the modern China.By Yong Ming KowI 
am about 2/3 through the thousand pages book. But I am still reading on. I had thought that perhaps there are too much 
details. However, a lot indeed has happen in China's history. The author had only provided what is necessary and 
informative; and in hindsight, a thousand pages is not that much to discuss such an important topic!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Customerit's good.

Now in its sixth edition, this book has been updated to examine the return of Hong Kong in 1997 and the upcoming 
return of Macao in 1999. Hs discusses the end of the last vestiges of foreign imperialism in China, as well as China's 
emergence as a regional and global superpower. U.S.-China rivalry and the prospect of unification between China and 
Taiwan are also considered.

Praise for the previous edition:"Perhaps the most lively account of modern China -- full of meticulous data as well as 
fascinating episodic illustrations. A great fusion of social science and humanisitic approaches." -- Vipan Chandra 
Wheaton College"A classic comprehensive work with broad appeal." -- Richard H. Bradford, West Virginia Tech"The 
best textbook on modern China in all languages, including Chinese .... It is comprehensive and yet interesting to 
read." -- Key Ray Chong, Texas Tech University"A work of splendid balance and narrative clarity." -- Harry 
Dahlheimer, SUNY Cortland CollegeAbout the AuthorImmanuel C. Y. Hsu is at University of California, Santa 
Barbara. 


