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Susan Marie Mumm : The Rituals Resource Book: Alternative Weddings, Funerals, Holidays and Other Rites 
of Passage  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rituals 
Resource Book: Alternative Weddings, Funerals, Holidays and Other Rites of Passage: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Wonderful Tool For Alternative CeremoniesBy Andrea BI am 
surprised that I am the first reviewer of this book since I have found this work to be such a valuable resource in 
alternative ceremonies.When my father died earlier this year, I was the one who deliver his eulogy since my dad "did 
not want anyone to speak over him who did not know him or his life.That my father had suddenly and unexpectaly 
died was devastating enough, when coupled with the fact that I had to deliver his eulogy, I was, needless to say, a 
nervous wreck.Being that I had for many years subscribe to an alternative spiritual belief (alternative to Christianity) I 
was lucky enough to have this book on hand. Its contribution in helping me sort out my words were enormous because 
although I had wonderful memories of my father, I really didn't know what to do with those memories--how to put 
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them into words and how to deliver them in a segued and coherent testimonial to my father's life in front of what 
turned out to be 135 relatives and friends.The Rituals Alternative Weddings, Funerals, Holidays and Other Rites of 
Passage guided me through putting all my memories together. It served as an outline for the eulogy that I wrote. The 
author not only provided 3 full funeral services, which I modified to my liking, but other practical and knowledgeable 
information on funerals and dying such as: meditations, the pre-planning of one's funeral, legal information, poems 
that would be appropriate to read at a funeral (two of which I used), and additional resources.And for as good as this 
book is on funeral info, it is equally well written in the other topics that it covers, such as: Marriage, rites-of-passages--
love, parenting and adulthood rites, alternative holidays--Winter Solstice, Christmas, Valentines Day, Labor Day, 
Autumn Equinox, etcetera.Finally, throughout the book (as opposed to at the end of the book) the author list many 
relevant resources one may want to refer to for further information on the subject at hand. The Rituals Alternative 
Weddings, Funerals, Holidays and Other Rites of Passage is a truly wonderful "tool" for anyone who is looking for 
information on alternative rites.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. A Wonderful Tool For Alternative 
CeremoniesBy Andrea BI am surprised that I am the first reviewer of this book since I have found this work to be such 
a valuable resource in alternative ceremonies.When my father died earlier this year, I was the one who deliver his 
eulogy since my dad "did not want anyone to speak over him who did not know him or his life.That my father had 
suddenly and unexpectaly died was devastating enough, when coupled with the fact that I had to deliver his eulogy, I 
was, needless to say, a nervous wreck.Being that I had for many years subscribe to an alternative spiritual belief 
(alternative to Christianity) I was lucky enough to have this book on hand. Its contribution in helping me sort out my 
words were enormous because although I had wonderful memories of my father, I really didn't know what to do with 
those memories--how to put them into words and how to deliver them in a segued and coherent testimonial to my 
father's life in front of what turned out to be 135 relatives and friends.The Rituals Alternative Weddings, Funerals, 
Holidays and Other Rites of Passage guided me through putting all my memories together. It served as an outline for 
the eulogy that I wrote. The author not only provided 3 full funeral services, which I modified to my liking, but other 
practical and knowledgeable information on funerals and dying such as: meditations, the pre-planning of one's funeral, 
legal information, poems that would be appropriate to read at a funeral (two of which I used), and additional 
resources.And for as good as this book is on funeral info, it is equally well written in the other topics that it covers, 
such as: Marriage, rites-of-passages--love, parenting and adulthood rites, alternative holidays--Winter Solstice, 
Christmas, Valentines Day, Labor Day, Autumn Equinox, etcetera.Finally, throughout the book (as opposed to at the 
end of the book) the author list many relevant resources one may want to refer to for further information on the subject 
at hand. The Rituals Alternative Weddings, Funerals, Holidays and Other Rites of Passage is a truly wonderful "tool" 
for anyone who is looking for information on alternative rites.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. pretty 
goodBy Angela JamisonI am not sure what i was expecting, but it wasnt this. i think this book is more for those who 
actually perform ceremonies as a career, or something. i just wanted some good alternative ideas to holidays and the 
traditional christian way of doing things here in this country, which the book did provide. but i got lost in the details of 
the verbage suggested during ritual. although i will keep the book on my shelf and maybe look through it every now 
and then.

Susan Mumm helps us to see the important role that rituals can play in our lives. The Rituals Resource book will leave 
no doubt in the reader's mind that if we want to "change the world", we must start by changing the rituals we practice 
in our own living rooms and communities. This practical guide, filled with valuable how to's and sample rituals gives 
readers the information they need to create rites of passage and holiday celebrations which truly touch the soul. 3rd. 
Edition

About the AuthorSusan Mumm is a mental health counselor, lecturer, and community organizer who lives in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. She has been lecturing about rituals since 1983. 


