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Todays unprecedented migration of people around the globe in search of work has had a widespread and troubling 
result: the separation of families. In The Scattered Family, Cati Coe offers a sophisticated examination of this 
phenomenon among Ghanaians living in Ghana and abroad. Challenging oversimplified concepts of globalization as a 
wholly unchecked force, she details the diverse and creative ways Ghanaian families have adapted long-standing 
familial practices to a contemporary, global setting.

In this fine-grained ethnographic work, Coe teases apart the microlevel lived experiences of families spread across 
borders. Overall, she has written a compelling account that is empirically and theoretically rich while successfully 
capturing the complexities of the lives of families spread across borders and the opportunities and sacrifices that 
entails. 


