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Clara Claiborne Park : The Siege: A Family's Journey Into the World of an Autistic Child  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Siege: A Family's Journey Into the 
World of an Autistic Child: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Only one's friends steal books ...By Ann Lindsay BurchNo wonder 
some friend stole this one. A woman you'd like to have as a near neighbour, telling the story of the first eight years of 
the bringing-up of an autistic daughter, her youngest child. Of the slow realisation, between when she was about eight 
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months old and when she was two, that there was something different and far wrong, something missing: not 
intelligence, not the usual senses: call it a willingness to let the senses in. Of the years of unrelenting struggle to get 
this child to latch onto the world around her, to interact with people, to speak: years of a siege - and there were three 
other children needing love as well, and people who helped and people who did NOT ... I just had to get another 
copy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A sensitive, well documented, fascinating, and very well 
written book!By E. LehmanWhile I have been trained to work with autistic children, I had never encountered such a 
thorough account of the first years of the life and uneven development of an autistic child. Clara Claiborne Park is an 
amazing observer, author, mother, and scientist in the way she analyzes the language problems and thinks of ways to 
work with them. This book should be read by any mother and father and professional dealing with an infant and 
preschooler who is not developing as 'normal'; those who have autistic children will recognize the behaviors and those 
who children are not autistic will be given a lot to observe and decide that that is not the direction of a non-autistic 
child. Either way, this book should be a helpful guide!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. very goodBy 
robert welchelThe Seige is fairly dated now; autism study has come a long way since then. It is more a case study than 
a memoir, and sometimes the amount of details gets a bit much. But it is certainly a landmark, and well worth taking a 
look at. For what it's worth, the last few sentences of the book are the wisest comment on why we are here in this veil 
of tears that I have ever encountered.

This classic work tells the tale of how a devoted mother accomplished miracles in fostering the intellectual, social and 
emotional development of her autistic daughter.

About the AuthorClara Claiborne Park is the author of several books. She has recently retired from the English 
Department of Williams College, and is a prominent speaker about autism. Her account of her daughter's life with 
autism continues with EXITING NIRVANA. 


