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Paul W. Ogden, David H. Smith : The Silent Garden: A Parents Guide to Raising a Deaf Child  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Silent Garden: A Parents 
Guide to Raising a Deaf Child: 

For over 30 years, The Silent Garden has offered parents of deaf children the support and unbiased information needed 
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to fully realize their childrens potential. This completely revised third edition is a must-have resource that will help 
parents navigate the complex and unique challenges they face. Accessible, practical, and, above all, open-minded, The 
Silent Garden educates parents quickly and thoroughly about the many conflicting points of view on what is best for 
their deaf children. Authors Paul W. Ogden and David H. Smith, who are both deaf, present examples and research 
that guide parents through often unfamiliar territory. From coping mechanisms for parents to advice on creating 
healthy home environments, the authors cover a range of topics that impact day-to-day actions and decision-making. 
The topic of communication is discussed extensively as communication access and language development are crucial 
not only for intellectual growth, but also for positive family and social relationships. The authors look at American 
Sign Language, listening and spoken language, written English, and various other modes of communication available 
to deaf children. Different educational options are presented, and technologyincluding the debate about cochlear 
implantsis reviewed. Deaf children with special needs are considered here as well. Each topic is accompanied by real-
life stories that offer further insight. Always encouraging, The Silent Garden empowers parents to be the best 
advocates for their deaf children. Throughout, the authors emphasize that each choice is highly personal, and they 
stress that all deaf children have the potential to lead rich, productive, and exciting lives. Coming soon in Spanish! El 
Jardn Silencioso: Una gua para los padres para criar a un nio sordo is a condensed Spanish edition that features the 
first five chapters of The Silent Garden. Topics covered include coping mechanisms for parents, creating healthy 
family environments, fostering independence, and understanding the perspectives of siblings.

A required acquisition for all libraries. 


