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From Raymond J DeMallie : The Sixth Grandfather: Black Elk's Teachings Given to John G. Neihardt  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sixth Grandfather: Black 
Elk's Teachings Given to John G. Neihardt: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. May the Great Spirit be with us allBy David JodreyThe most 
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striking part of reading this book is learning that while Neihardt shaped Black Elk Speaks as a tragedy, Nicholas Black 
Elk himself had the hope that a revival of the spirit might emerge as others learned of his vision, a hope that may be in 
the process of coming to fruition.. I also was surprised to discover that Black Elk had been very active in the Catholic 
Church. May the Great Spirit be with us all.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great addition to great 
storyBy Bit TwiddlerI bought both Black Elk Speaks and this book. This is the better of the two. DeMallie sheds light 
on comments made and corrects what was written where necessary. Really enjoyed the book. It gave me another 
perspective on how these people lived and thrived; and how badly we treated them.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. An interesting thought provoking bookBy Jenn LynnThis book is enlightening and a little sad at the 
same time. It's amazing the stuff people do to hurt others. We need more people in the world who are as connected to 
the Creator and the world around them as Black Elk was. This puts a lot of stuff in perspective. This is a good read, 
everyone should read this at some point in their lives.

In Black Elk Speaks and When the Tree Flowered, John C. Neihardt recorded the teachings of the Oglala holy man 
Black Elk, who had, in a vision, seen himself as the "sixth grandfather," the spiritual representative of the earth and of 
mankind. Raymond J. DeMallie makes available for the first time the transcripts from Neihardt's interviews with Black 
Elk in 1931 and 1944, which formed the basis for the two books. His introduction offers new insights into the life of 
Black Elk.

"In The Sixth Grandfather, Dr. DeMallie reveals himself to be a uniquely sensitive interpreter of Lakota theology, 
philosophy, and historywhich are all one in traditionalist Lakota thought. His editing is a masterpiece of scholarly skill 
and spiritual insight, insight that penetrates the inner beings of both Black Elk and John G. Neihardt, two men of 
vastly different cultures who became one as seekers of the Sacred. The Sixth Grandfather is, as it were, the completion 
of the holy task begun in Black Elk Speaks and When the Tree Flowered." Father Peter J. Powell, author of People of 
the Sacred Mountain 


