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Robert L. Barker : The Social Work Dictionary, 5th Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Social Work Dictionary, 5th Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the best social work resources for studentsBy CustomerThis 
invaluable resources arrived very promptly and in excellent, brand-new condition. The dictionary itself is more than a 
survival guide for an serious dedicated social work professional, but is an exciting and well written text. This 
dictionary should be mandatory for all levels of social work education because of the up-to-date easily accessible 
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information inside. What else can I say? It is a magnificent learning resources by a well-educated, respected, and 
admired social work author. If you are a social work student or professional, you will shoot yourself in the foot by not 
adding this tome into your personal and profession library.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
reference tool for Social Work/HealthBy O. JamesAt first, I was very skeptical about the purchase. However, once I 
got the book I took the time to read through it and I was very pleased that I had actually purchased the book. The text 
provides very thorough and meanful definitions that are very understandable. I also use my text at school while doing 
some of my course work. This book has eased my life so much and I would recommend that everyone should acquire 
this book as a reference guide. The book offers so much information to help you through your day and with 
understanding the terminology which helps you make better accessments on your clients.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. DisappointedBy SBI thought the dictionary would be full of social work definitions but it 
was not. It was a waste of my money. I still have to refer to a resource like a Webster's Dictionary etc., or other social 
work manuals. Very very disappointed S.B. Greenbelt, MD.

The dynamic vocabulary of social work, like the profession itself, continues to grow and become more complex. Since 
the first edition of The Social Work Dictionary in 1987, this essential reference work has been recognized as the 
definitive lexicon of social work. Now in its fifth edition, The Social Work Dictionary captures more than 9,000 terms, 
cataloging and cross-referencing the nomenclature, concepts, organizations, historical figures, and values that define 
the profession. A special historical section represents a chronology of the significant developments in the United 
States and the world toward social welfare policies, practices, and the betterment of humanity. Used extensively in 
schools of social work, social service agency libraries, and in social work offices worldwide, The Social Work 
Dictionary, 5th Edition is a staple in professional libraries. It is unequaled as a study tool for preparing for licensing 
and certification exams. Every social worker-from professor to student, from novice to experienced professional-
should own this unparalleled resource for understanding the language of social work and related disciplines! SPECIAL 
FEATURES Terms and definitions evaluated and edited by an expert editorial review board Terms that social workers 
have adopted for use from sociology, anthropology, medicine, law, psychology, and economics Definitions of 
symptoms and diagnostic labels for various forms of mental disorders as they are understood by social workers, 
psychiatrists, psychologists, and other mental health professionals 


