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E. Schieffelin : The Sorrow of the Lonely and the Burning of the Dancers  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sorrow of the Lonely and the Burning of the Dancers: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyable book!By CustomerGreat book! I enjoyed reading it very 
much. It was both thorough, clear and insightful about the Kaluli people and their life with great anthropological 
details.

This classic ethnography, now in its second edition, describes the traditional way of life of the Kaluli, a tropical forest 
people of Papua New Guinea. The book takes as its focus the nostalgic and violent Gisalo ceremony, one of the most 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1403966060


remarkable performances in the anthropological literature. Tracking the major symbolic and emotional themes of the 
ceremony to their sources in everyday Kaluli life, Schieffelin shows how the central values and passions of Kaluli 
experience are governed by the basic forms of social reciprocity. However, Gisaro reveals that social reciprocity is not 
limited to the dynamics of transaction, obligation and alliance. It emerges, rather, as a mode of symbolic action and 
performative form, embodying a cultural scenario which shapes Kaluli emotional experience and moral sensibility and 
permeates their understanding of the human condition.

About the AuthorEDWARD SCHIEFFELIN is Reader Emeritus at University College London, UK. He received his 
BA in Physics and Philosophy from Yale University in 1960 and his PhD from the University of Chicago in 1972. He 
has spent more than five years among the Kaluli (Bosavi) people in Papua New Guinea since 1966. 


