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Michael Kort : The Soviet Colossus: Rise and Fall of the USSR before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Soviet Colossus: Rise and Fall of the USSR:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Required ReadingBy Customer| ordered this book in order to help
my grandson better understand "Animal Farm" which he was reading for English and to review with him the history of
Russia which he was studying for World History. In both it was helpful .5 of 5 people found the following review
helpful. Comprehensive, READABLE history.By A CustomerKort traces the complex history of Russiafrom the
medieval era through the collapse of the Soviet Union inthis fine one-volume account. The twists and turns of
Communist politics and economic theory, so deadly dull in other hands, become not only clear but interesting here, a
remarkable achievement in itself. Highly recommended for the student and especially for the general reader who has
foundered on other Russian historiesin the past. (The numerical rating above is a default setting within ‘s format. This
reviewer does not employ numerical ratings.)

"The Soviet Colossus' is an introduction to 20th-century Soviet history within the context of Russian history asa
whole. Kort begins by showing how and why the Tsars developed powerful centralised institutions that undermined
the political, civil and economic freedoms of the Russian people. He then goes on to explain how the Bolsheviks
attempt to build socialism in abackward country produced the strong centralised bureaucracy that was characteristic of
the Soviet Union. The post-Stalin years of half-way reforms are surveyed for new insights. In the concluding chapters


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0873326768

Kort discusses Gorbachev's place in the continuum of Russian and Soviet history, and his role in unleashing the force
that finally toppled the Soviet colossus.



