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Robert Merrill Bartlett : The Story of Thanksgiving  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Story of Thanksgiving: 

Turkey and cranberry sauce. Pumpkin pie. Family and friends around the table. That's what Thanksgiving means to us 
today. But has it always been this way?Everyone knows that in 1621 the English Pilgrims and the Native American 
Wampanoags gathered together for a feast. But do you know what they ate and what games they played? And do you 
know how George Washington and Abraham Lincoln helped make Thanksgiving into the holiday that we know 
today?From ancient Greece to medieval England to colonial America, people all over the world have celebrated their 
good fortune at harvesttime. Find out how their traditions have contributed to our modern Thanksgiving. And try your 
hand at making some delicious pumpkin muffins for your Thanksgiving table!

From Publishers WeeklyOriginally published in 1965 as Thanksgiving Day, The Story of Thanksgiving by Robert 
Merrill Bartlett, with new luminescent pastel drawings by Sally Wern Comport, offers an informative narrative that 
puts the holiday in the context of a long tradition of harvest festivals before describing the landing of the Pilgrims. 
Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalGrade 2-5-A revision of a standard on 
many library shelves, Bartlett's Thanksgiving Day (Crowell, 1965; o.p.). Fictionalizing has been eliminated, as has 
information about the year after the first Thanksgiving. The discussion of Squanto has been expanded to include his 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060287799


capture by English traders, travel to England, and return to the New World. New, full-color, historically accurate 
illustrations bring the story to life. The words and music for "Over the River and Through the Woods" and a recipe for 
pumpkin muffins are included. All in all, this is a successful rewrite made more accessible to children of the 21st 
century. Pamela K. Bomboy, Chesterfield County Public Schools, VA Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From BooklistAges 4-8. First published in 1965, and reissued now with new illustrations, this is very much the 
traditional settlers' view of the Thanksgiving holiday. The late author was a descendant of the original pilgrims and 
lived in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in a house built in 1660 by his ancestors. "No one was living in Plymouth, then," he 
says. He connects the holiday with harvest festivals in Europe, tells of the Puritans who fled religious persecution, and 
describes the party, which started with the pilgrims and their Wampanoag friends coming together. Comport's pictures 
in warm fall colors are energetic and festive, and the book ends with a recipe for pumpkin muffins and the music for 
"Over the River and Through the Woods." Combine this with Grace and Bruchac's 1621: A New Look at 
Thanksgiving [BKL S 1 01] for a more comprehensive view of the holiday and our shared history, a view that includes 
the experience of the Wampanoag people who lived here before the whites arrived. Hazel RochmanCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reserved 


