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Clyde Bellecourt, Jon Lurie : The Thunder Before the Storm: The Autobiography of Clyde Bellecourt  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Thunder Before the 
Storm: The Autobiography of Clyde Bellecourt: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A MUST READBy SplammoAwesome read. I've had the 
opportunity to meet him on two occasions and even though I am an AngloAmerican and completely disconnected 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1681340194


through my upbringing with his cultural and political reality, he was gracious and willing to share. This is a real story, 
told from his perspective, that provides a sense of what happened from a very personal perspective. A MUST READ0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Important Book and a Great ReadBy heavyrunner the firstI loved 
this book. Reading it will teach you many important things abiut Native Americans and the role the American Indian 
Movement has played in keeping Native culture alive.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
shopper48great. Thanks

The American Indian Movement burst onto the scene in the late 1960s as indigenous people across the country began 
to demand what is rightfully theirs. Clyde Bellecourt, whose Ojibwe name translates as The Thunder Before the 
Storm, is one of its cofounders and iconic leaders. This powerful autobiography provides an intimate narrative of his 
childhood on the White Earth Reservation, his long journey through the prison system, and his embodiment of 
confrontationpolitics in waging war against entrenched racism. Bellecourt is up-front and unapologetic when 
discussing his battles with drug addiction, his clashes with other AIM leaders, his experiences on the Trail of Broken 
Treaties and at Wounded Knee, and the cases of Leonard Peltier and murdered AIM activist Anna Mae Aquash. This 
gritty, as-told-to memoir also uncovers the humanity behind Bellecourts militant image, revealing a sensitive spirit 
whose wounds motivated him to confront injustice and to help others gain a sense of pride by knowing their 
culture.The Thunder Before the Storm offers an invaluable inside look at the birth of a national movementthe big 
personalities, the creativity, and the perseverance that were necessary to alter the course of Native and American 
history.

As a young woman coming of age in 1977, I received guidance from Clyde and other leaders in the American Indian 
Movement, who saw a role for a young scholar like myself. His story of those courageous and challenging times 
honors both the hard work we did and those who made and continue to make history. Winona LaDuke, activist, 
environmentalist, economist, and writerRaw. Unapologetic. Transporting. . . . History without the bullshit. This book 
demonstrates that indigenous resistance in the face of government tyranny is a tradition that continues to this 
day.Simon Moya-Smith (Lakota and Chicano), culture editor at Indian Country TodayFrom the AuthorTribal 
affiliation--White Earth OjibweAbout the AuthorClyde Bellecourt cofounded the American Indian Movement and has 
worked for Indian rights for decades. He lives in Minneapolis.Jon Lurie, educator and journalist, has worked in the 
Minneapolis Native American community for many years. He is a staff writer for The Circle and has written for 
numerous other publications. 


