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From Brand: Virago UK : The Virago Book of Christmas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Virago Book of Christmas: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. misleading titleBy J. LinnThis collection would be better titled "The 
Anti-Christmas Book." It was obviously compiled by Ebenezer Scrooge BEFORE the Spirits visited!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. If you'd like to read how Charles Dickens behaved at a holiday ...By Claire 
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WinterThis seasonal collections spans centuries, styles, and genres to present Christmas experiences from joyous to 
miserable, written by women authors as different as Agatha Christie and George Sand. If you'd like to read how 
Charles Dickens behaved at a holiday bash, what St. Bridget of Sweden's Christmas vision showed her, and how the 
young Colette's family celebrated the season . . . this is the volume for you.Classy literature in small doses doused with 
human understanding and aflame with holiday spirit. I am about halfway through the book and it isn't even Christmas 
anymore, but the pieces are still highly enjoyable.

Christmas began with a good but harassed woman giving birth in difficult domestic circumstances. Somewhere 
between then and now, the circumstances have changed, but for women today, Christmas is still a time of joys 
garnered against the odds. We have moved on from stables and mangers to supermarkets and microwaves; palm fronds 
and shepherds have given way to a spangled conifer and a fat man in a red suit. In this anthology, reflecting the 
experiences of more than 50 women at Christmas, Ntozake Shange and Agatha Christie rub shoulders with Emily 
Dickinson and Virginia Woolf. Curl up with a tantalizing volume that gives full reign to the seditious humor, peculiar 
discomforts, and exquisite social tortures of the season.

'Sparkling collection.the perfect antidote to the usual festive fare' WHAT'S ON 'Will bring a conspiratorial smile to 
those whose Christmases are nothing short of a disaster' PUNCH.CO.UK 'You will find everthing that is both magical 
and miserable about Christmas in these extracts from some of the best women writers of the past 200 years' MAIL ON 
SUNDAY 'Just what every non-superwoman could do with this yuletide -- will make you cackle wickedly' 
EXPRESSFrom the PublisherChristmas began with a good but harassed woman giving birth in difficult domestic 
circumstances. Somewhere between then and now, the circumstances have changed, but for women today, Christmas 
is still a time of joys garnered against the odds. We have moved on from stables and mangers to supermarkets and 
microwaves; palm fronds and shepherds have given way to a spangled conifer and a fat man in a red suit. In this 
anthology, reflecting the experiences of more than 50 women at Christmas, Ntozake Shange rubs shoulders with Emily 
Dickinson. Curl up with a tantalizing volume that gives full reign to the seditious humor, peculiar discomforts, and 
exquisite social tortures of the season.About the AuthorBorn in Australia, Michelle Lovric is of Yugoslavian and Irish 
descent. The compiler of internationally bestselling anthologies for Past Times, The British Museum and many other 
publishers, she lives in London and Venice. 


