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William L. Jackson : The Wisdom of Generosity: A Reader in American Philanthropy  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wisdom of Generosity: A Reader in 
American Philanthropy: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A vivid picture of the America that is rarely seen in today's mediaBy 
Midwest Book ReviewAmericans so often are depicted as greedy, stingy, among other traits, which couldn't be further 
from the truth. "The Wisdom of Generosity: A Reader in American Philanthropy" takes a look at the kinder side of the 
American spirit, and the love for giving and generosity embedded in its very culture. Giving many examples of 
American generosity and collecting the wide samples of poems, proverbs, fables, and other stories about the American 
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generosity, "The Wisdom of Generosity" is a vivid picture of the America that is rarely seen in today's media.

William Jackson bestows a rich collection that presents the depth of American generosity. Drawing upon an abundant 
variety of genresmyths, proverbs, poems, letters, short stories, news stories, folktales, sermons, and essaysthis 
interesting and useful collection documents the religious dimensions of American philanthropy. The Wisdom of 
Generosity not only chronicles the manifestations of philanthropy but also reveals philanthropy's integral connection 
with American history and how Americans are still striving to fulfill their original promises. This Reader offers classic 
yet fresh resources for reflecting on the heritage of American giving.

"Jackson presents generosity as the uniting power of American society's success."Claire Gaudiani, Professor, New 
York University, George Heyman Center on Philanthropy"A graceful collection of human expression, The Wisdom of 
Generosity powerfully demonstrates the formative role generosity has played in America's past. With editorial finesse, 
Jackson ties together an array of cultural and historical perspectives with one common thread: the power of 
giving."Bill Richardson, Governor of New MexicoAbout the AuthorWilliam Jackson (Ph.D. Harvard University) is 
Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis and Lake Scholar at the Lake 
Family Institute on Faith and Giving. He is the author of 11 books, including, most recently Worldviews Kaleidoscope 
(2007), Vijayanagara Visions: Religious Experience and Cultural Creativity in a South Indian Empire (2007), and 
Heaven's Fractal Net: Retrieving Lost Visions in the Humanities (2004). 


