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John O'Connor : The Workhouses of Ireland: The Fate of Ireland's Poor  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Workhouses of Ireland: The Fate of Ireland's Poor: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. GoodBy kakepoMy great grandfather lived in Ireland through the 
Famine and came over in 1853, I'm sure his family lived in the workhouses and probably died there-good to know 
what my forefathers went through0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy TerryOExcellent 
Book describing a terrible period in Irish History.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting bookBy 
ChinchatInteresting book

Far worse than Dickensian horrors of Victorian society were the workhouses established by the English government in 
1838 for the poor in Ireland who often chose to perish outside their walls, rather than enter another kind of death 
inside. This is an aspect of Irish society with which too few are acquainted. O'Connor's research covers the planning 
and construction of the workhouses, the daily deadly routine of life therein, the impact of the famine, the land 
clearances, and the emigration to Canada and the U.S.. An eye opening read.

About the AuthorJohn O'Connor was born in Killorglin, County Kerry. He was a member of the staff of the National 
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Kilmainham Restoration Committee. He is the author of "The 1916 Proclamation". 


