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Gerry Bowler : The World Encyclopedia of Christmas before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The World Encyclopedia of Christmas:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. awonderful book to add to a Christmas collection.By Luellen
BestThisisawonderful book, to be read and reread.l particularly enjoy the descriptions of how countries celebrate
Christmas. | can't reccommend it highly enough for anyone interested in all things Christmas. There is one problem:
this book is not easy to find but it is worth the searching.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
ExceptionalBy MJHThisis avery comprehensive and well organized reference guide. It is extremely useful for
learning about the history and traditions of Christmas.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Terrific
Book.By Michelle ThompsonGreat book and lots of history.

At last, atruly comprehensive look at Christmas and all of its customs with its long history around the world. The
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World Encyclopedia of Christmas contains articles on the history of Christmas baking, drinking, and merrymaking,
and Christmas dramas, music, literature, art, and films. It includes entries on the evolution of the Christmas tree and
the Christmas card, gift-giving, and decoration of church and home. There are profiles of the many gift-bringers, from
Santa Claus to Babouschka, and miraculous tales of the numerous saints associated with the season. And there are
histories of seasonal celebrations and folk customs around the world, from the United States to Japan, from Egypt to
Iceland.Who, for example, knew the links between the Punch and Judy show and Christmas? That the medieval
Paradise tree hung with tempting apples was the forerunner of the Christmas tree? About the Peerie Guizers, who
terrorized the Shetland Islands, going door-to-door for Christmas charity? Or what Freudians make of our interest in
Christmas stockings and Santas entrance through the chimney? There are detailed accounts of Wren Boys and Star
Boys, mumming and wassailing, the Feast of Fools and the origins of eggnog. And of course stories of the Nativity
and legends of the Magi.With beautifully illustrated accounts ranging from the pagan roots of Y uletide, through the
birth of Christ, and the long and fascinating history of the festival ever since, The World Encyclopedia of Christmas, is
arich and continually surprising array of religious and secular history, trivia, literature, and art. This wonderful book
deservesto find a home with every family that celebrates Christmas.

From BooklistThis encyclopediais described as a "truly comprehensive look at Christmas and all its customs' on its
book jacket. It provides more than 1,000 entries on worldwide secular and religious Christmas practices expressed in
song, literature, events, film, arts, and triviaand is aimed at young adult and adult readers as well as researchers.
Entries are primarily descriptive, but a number of them, especially those on films, contain critical commentary.The
entries proceed from A to Z with aliberal number of black-and-white illustrations and 16 pages of color plates. An
entry heading isin boldface if it is historical or factual; initalicsif it isabook, film title, or foreign phrase; and in
guotation marksif it isasong or short story title. Cross-references are in capital letters or given as a see item. Notable
among the entries are Quotes about Christmas, which lists quotations related to the season; a chronology of December
25 events; discussions of films such as A Christmas Carol and It's aWonderful Life; entries giving the histories as well
as the words of individua songs and carols; and descriptions of practices like mumming.A serious shortcoming isthe
lack of a detailed index, which would bring together the various songs, carols, films, etc., that are referred to within the
various entries. Lack of a bibliography or list of sourcesis another weakness, as is the fact that the scope is not
explained in the introduction. Some countries have been omitted, including much of Africa, India, Korea, and Turkey.
Finally, theillustrations, though they are captioned, lack dates or sources. It istediousto scroll through the Copyright
Holder's page for this information.On the positive side, the book is enticing reading with its many descriptions of
exotic customs and its blend of the ancient and the modern. It is written well and concisely. Many of the older books
on Christmas customs, now out of print or difficult to find, are admirably updated in this new volume, which can
enrich high-school, college, and public library collections. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights
reserved Meticulously researched, well-written, and often downright funny, this encyclopedia does justice to its
fascinating subject.Publishers Weekly (starred review)Wholly delightful and generally informative. Calgary
HeraldFrom the Inside FlapAt last, atruly comprehensive look at Christmas and al of its customs with itslong history
around the world. The World Encyclopedia of Christmas contains articles on the history of Christmas baking,
drinking, and merrymaking, and Christmas dramas, music, literature, art, and films. It includes entries on the evolution
of the Christmas tree and the Christmas card, gift-giving, and decoration of church and home. There are profiles of the
many gift-bringers, from Santa Claus to Babouschka, and miraculous tales of the numerous saints associated with the
season. And there are histories of seasonal celebrations and folk customs around the world, from the United States to
Japan, from Egypt to Iceland.Who, for example, knew the links between the Punch and Judy show and Christmas?
That the medieval Paradise tree hung with tempting apples was the forerunner of the Christmas tree? About the Peerie
Guizers, who terrorized the Shetland Islands, going door-to-door for Christmas charity? Or what Freudians make of
our interest in Christmas stockings and Santa?s entrance through the chimney? There are detailed accounts of Wren
Boys and Star Boys, mumming and wassailing, the Feast of Fools and the origins of eggnog. And of course stories of
the Nativity and legends of the Magi.With beautifully illustrated accounts ranging from the pagan roots of Y uletide,
through the birth of Christ, and the long and fascinating history of the festival ever since, The World Encyclopedia of
Christmas, isarich and continually surprising array of religious and secular history, trivia, literature, and art. This
wonderful book deservesto find a home with every family that celebrates Christmas.



