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James Fergusson : The World's Most Dangerous Place: Inside the Outlaw State of Somalia  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The World's Most Dangerous Place: Inside 
the Outlaw State of Somalia: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Clan Warfare in the 20th Century.By C. ClealSomalia is a dangerous 
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place. But the author trudges through the turmoil and the bullets, managing to talk with individuals on all sides(there 
are more than two), and discovering strange traces of the colonial occupation.Spaghetti Bolognese is an unlikely 
candidate for a national dish in Africa. And the Ugandan colonel seems a bit British. Exploring the various 
revolutionary movements, he discovers that al-Shabaab is in no way monolithic, its many splinter groups having 
clashing ideas about what Islam and civil government are about. Suicide bombers have to be imported, and guns seem 
to be the only item of agreement. Underlying it all is the clan system. Whichever clan gets into power is expected to 
dispense the goodies to clan members.This sometimes includes the food and medical aid sent to alleviate the truly 
awful situation of the average citizen. Seen against this, piracy would seem an almost normal way to make a 
living.The book lives, not only through the eyes of a brave reporter, but through the individuals caught up in the chaos. 
Venturing into the Somali communities in England and the USA, he discovers how clan has turned into gang, and 
speculates on why so many Islamic extremists come from the British-Somali communities.An internationally famous 
athelete is routinely arrested upon arrival in the USA, revealing that it is not only Islamists who have stock attitudes 
about people. Why not five stars? A bit of judicious editing might have made it less tiring at times. But if you want to 
understand what is going on in the Horn of Africa,it's a must read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Very informative book on SomaliaBy Robt EagleMy son is in the thick of this mess right now with his Team and I just 
finished reading this book. I'd give it 5 stars, but it is very difficult to read. Written super well, but so much 
information and intricacy, very hard to follow all that happened. If you would like to get to know Somalia and the 
reason for the current status there, read this.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book. It does not 
bash the Somali community ...By daniel c michenerGreat book. It does not bash the Somali community but rather 
shows their struggles to unite, fight Al-Shabab and enter the 21st century with he rest of the world.

Although the war in Afghanistan is now in its endgame, the Wests struggle to eliminate the threat from Al Qaeda is far 
from over. A decade after 9/11, the war on terror has entered a new phase and, it would seem, a new territory. In early 
2010, Al Qaeda operatives were reportedly streaming out of central Asia toward Somalia and the surrounding 
region.Somalia, now home to some of the worlds most dangerous terrorists, was already the worlds most failed state. 
Two decades of anarchy have spawned not just Islamic extremism but piracy, famine, and a seemingly endless clan-
based civil war that has killed an estimated 500,000, turned millions into refugees, and caused hundreds of thousands 
more to flee and settle in Europe and North America.What is now happening in Somalia directly threatens the security 
of the world, possibly more than any other region on earth. James Fergussons book is the first accessible account of 
how Somalia became the worlds most dangerous place and what we canand shoulddo about it.

From BooklistPundits, diplomats, and geopolitical strategists often speculate that Pakistan could become a failed state. 
If one wishes to see what such a state might look like, read this shocking and disturbing survey of the ravaged nation 
of Somalia located on the strategically important Horn of Africa. Fergusson, a freelance journalist and television 
commentator, has seen the carnage in Afghanistan, but he found the shattering of Somali civil society to be far worse. 
In a functional sense, Somalia has no national government. The Somali cabinet often has to meet in neighboring 
Kenya. Instead, power is exercised at the local level by competing clans and subclans, who rule by force of arms and 
terror. Often, the law is what the particular strongman in a locality says it is. One group, the al-Qaeda-affiliated al-
Shabaab, tried enforcing Islamic fundamentalism through brutal methods often carried out by teenage boys. The result 
of this chaos has been mass emigration of the most talented and productive Somalis along with near total breakdown 
of health-care, educational, and law-enforcement institutions. This is a sobering but necessary examination of the 
process of national disintegration. --Jay Freeman Kirkus s, 5/1/13 An intrepid journalist investigates the civil war, 
foreign interventions and mass starvation of SomaliaA compelling example of investigative reporting.TrulyArts.com, 
4/25/13 


