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Vine Deloria Jr. : The World We Used to Live In: Remembering the Powers of the Medicine Men  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The World We Used to Live 
In: Remembering the Powers of the Medicine Men: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Reports of "Miracles" done by Native Americans of past 
centuries.By Patrick Moore LMT EducatorA collection of reports of the amazing deeds and perceptions of natives of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1555915647


the past. For this alone the book is worth the price.This book is the original reports, rather than conclusions or 
interpretations of them. Deloria does have some comments but he mostly holds his tongue in this book. He is the 
gatherer rather than the interpreter here.This book should be used in workshops and classes to begin an inquiry: 
assuming these reports are true, how did the people come to have the perceptions of things at a distance or in the 
future? How did they come to do things some would say are miraculous? The people themselves attributed these 
powers to Badger and Wakan Tanka and other beings outside themselves, animal beings, plant beings, the world being 
and the creator. If these deeds and perceptions were done before, could they be done again? What relationship with 
nature does one need to have to sense more than five senses worth? To influence elements to do things they don't 
usually do? This book should be alongside the gospels to begin a nondenominational study of "the miraculous".4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Dreams Powers Medicine MenBy BibliophiledwVine Deloria, Jr. died just 
a few years ago and it's our loss. An amazing man and life. This book describes just how much, not only the American 
Indians lost, but all of us by the disappearance of a way of life so in touch with Mother Earth, Brother Animals, and, 
firstly, the Great Spirit or Great Mystery they called Wakan Tanka. This book recounts the stories of their Medicine 
Men and from many Nations. I accept the work of their Medicine Men as true bc they reminded me of two "weather" 
things my Irish mother taught me as a child and which I could do, also. I'd forgotten all about them. I absolutely 
believe in the Medicine of American Indians without understanding their "how" beyond knowing they were in touch 
with the Great Mystery - it was part of their life - for all the People, not just the Medicine Men. Who knows how much 
they could have offered us if they'd been allowed to and had we the humility to ask. Our Mother Earth would not be in 
its present state.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An interesting anthologyBy CustomerWith little 
commentary, the author, in his final work, offers up a compendium of primary source material attesting to the powers 
utilized and displayed by the medicine men of old. This, of course, begs the question: "Why don't we see this 
anymore?".

Deloria looks at medicine men, their powers, and the Earth's relation to the cosmos.

"An epic and compelling work! Highly recommended reading!" -- USABookNews.com, October 16, 2006"An epic 
and compelling work! Highly recommended reading!" -- USABookNews.com"Well researched, lucidly written, and 
full of passion, this insightful compilation is an outstanding resource on Native American thought." -- Library Journal, 
March 15, 2006About the AuthorVine Deloria Jr., was a leading Native American scholar, whose research, writings, 
and teaching have encompassed history, law, religious studies, and political science. He is the former executive 
director of the National Congress of American Indians. 


