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Jennifer Sherman : Those Who Work, Those Who Don't: Poverty, Morality, and Family in Rural America 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Those Who Work, 
Those Who Don't: Poverty, Morality, and Family in Rural America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very goodBy L. SmithThe content isn't the most upbeat, however it 
definitly has great insight and perspective into lifestyles that many don't know or understand. It was a quick read and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816659052


interesting peak into a mindset/mentality that is foreign to most.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four 
StarsBy Brock EbbingGreat book with a great perspective.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good 
bookBy Michael CI enjoyed this book a lot. It did a good job exploring the culture of rural America, and had a lot of 
interviews and direct quotes to clearly illustrated what Sherman was getting at. It was a little too academic, did not 
have a great flow, and at times redundant. Still, if you're interested in rural sociology it's one of the better books I've 
read. It primarily focuses on a small logging town in California, but really speaks to the issues of any number of towns 
built around dying, extraction-based industries.

When the rural poor prioritize issues such as the right to bear arms, and disapprove of welfare despite their economic 
concerns, they are often dismissed as uneducated and backward by academics and political analysts. In Those Who 
Work, Those Who Don't, Jennifer Sherman offers a much-needed sympathetic understanding of poor rural Americans, 
persuasively arguing that the growing cultural significance of moral values is a reasonable and inevitable response to 
economic collapse and political powerlessness.Those Who Work, Those Who Don't is based on the intimate 
interviews and in-depth research Sherman conducted while spending a year living in "Golden Valley," a remote 
logging town in Northern California. Economically devastated by the 1990 ruling that listed the northern spotted owl 
as a threatened species, Golden Valley proved to be a rich case study for Sherman. She looks at how the members of 
the community coped with downward mobility caused by the loss of timber industry jobs and examines a wide range 
of reactions. She shows how substance abuse, domestic violence, and gender roles fluctuated under the town's 
economic strain.Compellingly written, shot through with honesty and empathy, Those Who Work, Those Who Don't is 
a rare firsthand account that studies the rural poor. As incomes erode and the American dream becomes more and 
more inaccessible, Sherman reveals that moral values and practices become a way for the poor to gain status and 
maintain a sense of dignity in the face of economic ruin.
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