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Martin Lee Abbott, Jennifer McKinney : Under standing and Applying Research Design before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Understanding and Applying Research

Design:

A fresh approach to bridging research design with statistical analysis While good social science requires both research
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design and statistical analysis, most books treat these two areas separately. Understanding and Applying Research
Design introduces an accessible approach to integrating design and statistics, focusing on the processes of posing,
testing, and interpreting research questions in the social sciences. The authors analyze real-world data using SPSS
software, guiding readers on the overall process of science, focusing on premises, procedures, and designs of social
scientific research. Three clearly organized sections move seamlessly from theoretical topicsto statistical techniques at
the heart of research procedures, and finally, to practical application of research design: Premises of Research
introduces the research process and the capabilities of SPSS, with coverage of ethics, Empirical Generalization, and
Chi Sguare and Contingency Table Analysis Procedures of Research explores key quantitative methods in research
design including measurement, correlation, regression, and causation Designs of Research outlines various design
frameworks, with discussion of survey research, aggregate research, and experiments Throughout the book, SPSS
software is used to showcase the discussed techniques, and detailed appendices provide guidance on key statistical
procedures and tips for data management. Numerous exercises allow readers to test their comprehension of the
presented material, and arelated website features additional data sets and SPSS code. Understanding and Applying
Research Design is an excellent book for social sciences and education courses on research methods at the upper-
undergraduate level. The book is also an insightful reference for professionals who would like to learn how to pose,
test, and interpret research questions with confidence.

Thisis agood book on designing good research studies and using statistical and analytical tools to measure their
results accurately. (Biz India, 22 April 2013) From the Back CoverA fresh approach to bridging research design with
statistical analysis While good social science requires both research design and statistical analysis, most books treat
these two areas separately. Understanding and Applying Research Design introduces an accessible approach to
integrating design and statistics, focusing on the processes of posing, testing, and interpreting research questions in the
socia sciences. The authors analyze real-world data using SPSS software, guiding readers on the overall process of
science, focusing on premises, procedures, and designs of social scientific research. Three clearly organized sections
move seamlessly from theoretical topics to statistical techniques at the heart of research procedures, and finaly, to
practical application of research design: Premises of Research introduces the research process and the capabilities of
SPSS, with coverage of ethics, Empirical Generalization, and Chi Square and Contingency Table Analysis Procedures
of Research explores key quantitative methods in research design including measurement, correlation, regression, and
causation Designs of Research outlines various design frameworks, with discussion of survey research, aggregate
research, and experiments Throughout the book, SPSS software is used to showcase the discussed techniques, and
detailed appendices provide guidance on key statistical procedures and tips for data management. Numerous exercises
allow readersto test their comprehension of the presented material, and a related website features additional data sets
and SPSS code. Understanding and Applying Research Design is an excellent book for social sciences and education
courses on research methods at the upper-undergraduate level. The book is also an insightful reference for
professionals who would like to learn how to pose, test, and interpret research questions with confidence.About the
AuthorMARTIN LEE ABBOTT, PhD, is Professor of Sociology at Seattle Pacific University, where he also serves as
Executive Director of the Washington School Research Center. He is the author of The Program Evaluation Prism:
Using Statistical Methods to Discover Patterns and Understanding Educational Statistics Using Microsoft Excel and
SPSS, both from Wiley. JENNIFER McKINNEY/, PhD, is Associate Professor and Co-chair of the Department of
Sociology and Director of the Womens Studies Program at Seattle Pacific University. She publishes articles, makes
presentations, and consults on and teaches research design.



