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Series): 

Although ageing people are a significant segment of the homeless population, they have largely been ignored by 
service providers and policy makers. This text sets out to remedy this situation and offers new research on the causes 
of homelessness. Partial life histories have been collected from older homeless people and their pathways into 
homelessness traced. Although the book is about older homeless people, many of them have been homeless since they 
were teenagers or since early adulthood. It therefore examines the reasons for homelessness at all stages of the life 
course.

"This is a remarkable book, based on Maureen Crane's many years of acquaintance with homeless people. It throws 
light on the pathways which lead to homelessness, and should be required reading not only for policy makers in this 
field, but all those interestedin the vicissitudes of the human life course." - Peter G. Coleman, Professor of 
Psychogerontology, University of Southampton, UK. "Drawing on 10 years experience of working with the elderly 
homeless, Maureen Crane has produced a book that will be of immense value to those who wish to understand more 
about this growing social problem." - Bryan Lipmann, Victoria, Australia. "This book is destined to become the 
standard reference for anyoneinterested in ageing and homelessness." - Carl I. Cohen, Professor, Department of 
Psychiatry, State University of New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn, USA. "This definitive scholarly work on 
homelessness among the ageing will be of use to practitioners, planners and academics in the United States as well as 
United Kingdom. Using dispassionate social science this ethnographic study argues for more compassionate treatment 
of a group of ageing people barely noticed in public policy." - Sharon M. Keigher, Professor of Social Work, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, USA.About the AuthorMaureen Crane is with the Centre for Ageing and 
Rehabilitation, University of Sheffield. 


