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Mario Luis Small : VillaVictoria: The Transformation of Social Capital in a Boston Barrio before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised VillaVictoria: The Transformation of
Social Capital in aBoston Barrio:

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy gaiou37This book was really interesting, | enjoyed it
alot. It came fast and in great condition. Thank you very much!6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Villa


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226762920

VictoriaBy Melanie D. McGrathThis book describes the social capital found in Villa Victoria, a Boston Puerto Rican
barrio. Mario Small documents how the community organized in order to create their own new community (and to
fight gentrification). He then returns to Villa Victoria and describes the decline of social capital in the form of civic
engagement (attending meetings, associations, etc. He also describes that although one form of social capital has
declined within the community (attending meetings), that another form of social capital (bridging with middle class
networks) has risen.6 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant!By AnonymousThis book is nothing
short of genius. Great work, thorough research. This book istruly a masterpiece.

For decades now, scholars and politicians alike have argued that the concentration of poverty in city housing projects
would produce distrust, alienation, apathy, and social isolationthe disappearance of what sociologists call social
capital. But relatively few have examined precisely how such poverty affects social capital or have considered for
what reasons living in a poor neighborhood results in such undesirable effects. This book examines a neglected Puerto
Rican enclave in Boston to consider the pros and cons of social scientific thinking about the true nature of ghettosin
America. Mario Luis Small dismantles the theory that poor urban neighborhoods are inevitably deprived of social
capital. He shows that the conditions specified in this theory are vaguely defined and variable among poor
communities. According to Small, structural conditions such as unemployment or afailed system of familial relations
must be acknowledged as affecting the urban poor, but individual motivations and the importance of timing must be
considered as well.Brimming with fresh theoretical insights, Villa Victoriais an elegant work of sociology that will be
essential to students of urban poverty.

"This sociological study challenges much of the traditional wisdom about the dynamics of ghetto life. . . . Small'slucid
explanations for the apparent discrepancies between theory and reality that occurred in this study justify his
subsequent call for arethinking of the variables associated with poverty and how they interact, and the importance of
examining neighborhoods of concentrated poverty individually."



