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Marlene Dobkin de Rios : Visionary Vine: Hallucinogenic Healing in the Peruvian Amazon  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Visionary Vine: Hallucinogenic Healing in 
the Peruvian Amazon: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read for schoolBy M. NichollsPurchased this for one of my 
classes. Not a bad book, had some interesting stories.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
SusanText for class9 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Great read if your assion is anthropology 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881330930


ethnobotony!By A CustomerAn excellent book! De Rios explains how the visionary vine (aka ayuschua) is used in 
Peru/ areas. First she describes the history of halligens that have been used since ancient times for medicinal purposes 
and for rituals. She explains how the US forbids the use of drugs for such reasons and explains why it is accepted in 
other countries. She explains the ethnology/demographics of the Peruvians which sheds a lot of light on why these 
people turn to the visionary vine in times of distress/illness or for other ritual purposes. This is a fabulous book and a 
must read for anyone who loves anthropology and ethnobotony!

The area of traditional folk healing with plant hallucinogens, such as the Peruvian urban setting studied here, is a 
unique human laboratory that is of interest to medical anthropologists, biologists, psychologists, and students of 
anthropology in general. One of the earliest firsthand observations of a practicing shaman and his use of native herbal 
medicines and psychedelic pharmaceuticals, this text makes an important contribution to understanding culture, 
illness, and healing.

From the PublisherTitle of related interest from Waveland Press: Furst, Flesh of the Gods: The Ritual Use of 
Hallucinogens (ISBN 9780881334777). 


