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Sandra Ott : War, Judgment, And Memory In The Basque Borderlands, 1914-1945 (The Basque Series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised War, Judgment, And Memory 
In The Basque Borderlands, 1914-1945 (The Basque Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy M. LucasA great read by a good friend of mine!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. A solid and intriguing read about the effects of constant warBy Midwest 
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Book ReviewWar is the ultimate challenge for a culture. "War, Judgment, and the Memory of the Basque Borderlands: 
1914-1945" tells of the Basque region in southwestern France as they dealt with the fallout from the conflicts of World 
War I and World War II, and the Spanish Civil War. From the first conflicts, the Basque region faced challenges, only 
getting worse as Spanish refugees, the fall of France to the Nazi Regime, the first half of the twentieth century was the 
farthest thing from peace that the region ever knew. Drawn from first and second hand sources such as classified and 
declassified documents alike, "War, Judgment, and the Memory of the Basque Borderlands" is a solid and intriguing 
read about the effects of constant war.

During the first half of the twentieth century, the French Basque province of Xiberoa was a place of refuge, conflict, 
and foreign occupation. With the liberation of France in 1944, many Xiberoans faced new conflicts arising from legal 
and civic judgments made during Vichy and German occupation. War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque 
Borderlands traces the roots of their divided memories of the era to local and official interpretations of judgment, 
behavior, and justice during those troubled times. In order to understand how the Great War affected the Xiberoan 
Basques perceptions of themselves, Ott contrasts the experiences of people in four different communities located 
within a fifteen-mile radius. The author also examines how the disruption during the interwar years affected 
intracommunity relations during the Occupation, the Liberation, and its aftermath. This narrative reveals the diverse 
ways in which Basques responded to civil war, world war, and displacement, and to one another.

"An outstanding, deeply humane work of local history. Highly recommended." Choice 


