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us that forgiveness is the only way out of hell. Read it. Now.By le fayI read this book many years ago and I highly 
recommend it. I recall reading an article in my local newspaper in 1994 about a mass migration of people from 
Rwanda to eastern Congo. Until I read this book, I didn't realize that these "refugees" were Hutus fleeing Rwanda after 
Paul Kagame's RPF had taken the capital, Kigali. Now in November 2015, 21 years later, it appears there is a potential 
genocide brewing in Burundi, Rwanda's mirror image country to the south.I was heartened to read the positive reviews 
of this book that were written in 2015, largely by young people who read it in school. This story isn't history, it's 
background and it is as relevant today as it was the day it was published. And, unfortunately, it's still happening all 
over the world.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great insightBy PP JJThis book gives a fascinating 
insight into the Rwandan genocide and associated subjects like the questionable motives destructive actions of 
international aid organisations the UN (and Western governments), the broader conflict in the region in the 1990s and 
the social and political development of Rwanda itself. The scope of the book is broader than the genocide itself but far 
from being a meandering detour the post-genocide story of the camps- the Hutu extremist groups reforming in exile 
and the eventual return is a compelling one in itself and without it any account of the Rwandan genocide is 
incomplete.Not quite as necessary is the coverage of the relief organisations but I think the issues the author has 
highlighted are very worthwhile considering. We're used to thinking of relief organisations as infallible, benevolent 
and also neutral actors in disaster situations and we also take their knowledge of the situation as Gospel, yet accepting 
the authors views as correct, the various NGOs collectively and their staff individually were creating a very dangerous 
situation and had a wholly inadequate understanding of what was happening around them. Arguably they were in the 
process of underwriting and unwittingly facilitating a second genocide before military intervention came. Though it's 
an allegation not made explicitly, the author hints at a financial motive (not personal corruption I might add) to the 
various aid agencies continuing their work, describing the work more than once as "lucrative". Also the policies of 
various Western governments and the UN, whether by design or effect, were heavily pro-Hutu, even following the 
genocide and this is deservedly highlighted in the book. These aspects are not absolutely necessary to the narrative of 
the genocide itself but they're certainly not superfluous given the wider scope of the book and I think to be properly 
informed of the genocide you should be aware of this element of the story.I was surprised to read the criticism of the 
book detailed on its' Wikipedia page and I fundamentally disagree with it. While not going into a huge amount of 
detail of the act of genocide itself the book gives a detailed account of the political and social history of Rwanda 
taking complexities and nuances into account and identifies the trends that led to the genocide. I agree with the author 
that it's not simplistic to identify as principle villains those who destroyed a society by inducing the majority to hack 
hundreds and thousands of their neighbours and friends to death with machetes, even in a region as bloody as this.The 
author generally does take positions on many issues surrounding the conflict, whether you agree with him or not that is 
to be appreciated in an age when journalists (then, like now) are determined to find the middle ground on many stories 
even when the narrative that results is clearly ridiculous and itself biased. No doubt the fact the author takes positions 
will itself be described as "biased" by some but the author makes a very strong case for each of his positions and his 
own thoughts are not hidden in biased language or questionable assertions. The reader can make up their own mind on 
the authors views.The author does not delve deeply into the specific details of the killing as a whole, as he points out it 
was designed to look spontaneous, but you do get a sense of the sheer terror felt by the victims through the many 
people he interviews. Their accounts are harrowing and the accounts of the violence are bad enough but what I found 
most shocking was how devious many ostensibly respectable turned out to be. Their duplicity, especially when it came 
to old friends and neighbours, is difficult to accept on a human level. For example there is the account of a massacre in 
which it's alleged a preacher encouraged his co-religionist Tutsis, many known to him, to shelter in a particular Church 
compound before he returned with machete wielding gangs to murder them.This is a truly excellent book, my worst 
criticism of it would be that some sentences aren't well written and lead to confusion, and I'm glad I read it, it has 
engendered in me a much greater interest in this part of the world and serves as a jumping off point for many other 
subjects; 19th century colonialism, pre-European African society, the ongoing conflict that has claimed millions of 
lives and more broadly subjects like psychology and sociological areas like tribalism, social structure and so on.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Great book for learning about Rwanda GenocideBy E. RediferYou want to 
know what happened in Rwanda in 1994? What led up to it and what happened afterwards? It's all here.I bought this to 
read on my Kindle on a flight to Rwanda. What an awful thing that happened there.Fortunately the country seems to 
have recovered well, and people seem quite happy today.This author goes into great detail telling what happened. A 
few times I thought he left the facts and got into his own opinion, but that is minor. He tells the story from the point of 
view of the people - and he talked to lots of people.You want to understand why government corruption, deception and 
propaganda is bad? read this book and understand where it can lead.Highly recommended.

An unforgettable firsthand account of a people's response to genocide and what it tells us about humanity.This 
remarkable debut book chronicles what has happened in Rwanda and neighboring states since 1994, when the 
Rwandan government called on everyone in the Hutu majority to murder everyone in the Tutsi minority. Though the 
killing was low-tech--largely by machete--it was carried out at shocking speed: some 800,000 people were 



exterminated in a hundred days. A Tutsi pastor, in a letter to his church president, a Hutu, used the chilling phrase that 
gives Philip Gourevitch his title.With keen dramatic intensity, Gourevitch frames the genesis and horror of Rwanda's 
"genocidal logic" in the anguish of its aftermath: the mass displacements, the temptations of revenge and the quest for 
justice, the impossibly crowded prisons and refugee camps. Through intimate portraits of Rwandans in all walks of 
life, he focuses on the psychological and political challenges of survival and on how the new leaders of postcolonial 
Africa went to war in the Congo when resurgent genocidal forces threatened to overrun central Africa.Can a country 
composed largely of perpetrators and victims create a cohesive national society? This moving contribution to the 
literature of witness tells us much about the struggle everywhere to forge sane, habitable political orders, and about the 
stubbornness of the human spirit in a world of extremity.We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed 
with Our Families is the winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction.

.com "Hutus kill Tutsis, then Tutsis kill Hutus--if that's really all there is to it, then no wonder we can't be bothered 
with it," Philip Gourevitch writes, imagining the response of somebody in a country far from the ethnic strife and mass 
killings of Rwanda. But the situation is not so simple, and in this complex and wrenching book, he explains why the 
Rwandan genocide should not be written off as just another tribal dispute. The "stories" in this book's subtitle are both 
the author's, as he repeatedly visits this tiny country in an attempt to make sense of what has happened, and those of 
the people he interviews. These include a Tutsi doctor who has seen much of her family killed over decades of Tutsi 
oppression, a Schindleresque hotel manager who hid hundreds of refugees from certain death, and a Rwandan bishop 
who has been accused of supporting the slaughter of Tutsi schoolchildren, and can only answer these charges by 
saying, "What could I do?" Gourevitch, a staff writer for the New Yorker, describes Rwanda's history with remarkable 
clarity and documents the experience of tragedy with a sober grace. The reader will ask along with the author: Why 
does this happen? And why don't we bother to stop it? --Maria DolanFrom Publishers WeeklyWhat courage must it 
have required to research and write this book? And who will read such a ghastly chronicle? Gourevitch, who reported 
from Rwanda for the New Yorker, faces these questions up front: "The best reason I have come up with for looking 
more closely into Rwanda's stories is that ignoring them makes me even more uncomfortable about existence and my 
place in it." The stories are unrelentingly horrifying and filled with "the idiocy, the waste, the sheer wrongness" of one 
group of Rwandans (Hutus) methodically exterminating another (Tutsis). With 800,000 people killed in 100 days, 
Gourevitch found many numbed Rwandans who had lost whole families to the machete. He discovered a few 
admirable characters, including hotelier Paul Rusesabagina, who, "armed with nothing but a liquor cabinet, a phone 
line, an internationally famous address, and his spirit of resistance," managed to save refugees in his Hotel des Milles 
Collines in Kigali. General Paul Kagame, one of Gourevitch's main sources in the new government, offers another 
bleak and consistent voice of truth. But failure is everywhere. Gourevitch excoriates the French for supporting the 
Hutus for essentially racist reasons; the international relief agencies, which he characterizes as largely devoid of moral 
courage; and the surrounding countries that preyed on the millions of refugees?many fleeing the consequences of their 
part in the killings. As the Rwandans try to rebuild their lives while awaiting the slow-moving justice system, the 
careful yet passionate advocacy of reporters like Gourevitch serves to remind both Rwandans and others that genocide 
occurred in this decade while the world looked on. Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalIn 1994, the world was informed of the inexplicable mass killings in Rwanda, in which over 800,000 were 
killed in 100 days. Gourevitch, a staff writer for The New Yorker, spent over three years putting together an oral 
history of the mass killing that occurred in this small country. He interviewed the survivors, who told him their horror 
stories of violence. Most of the killings were done with a machete. Friends killed friends, teachers killed students, and 
professional workers killed co-workers. The United Nations was slow in reacting to this crisis and refused to classify 
the incident as genocide. The title of this book comes from a Tutsi pastor's letter to his church president, a Hutu. While 
this is a powerful book, it sometimes bogs down in the details of Rwandan politics. It is doubtful the average reader 
will want to pick it up, but the history of this genocide must be told. This book should find itself on the shelves of 
academic libraries where African history collections are strong.-?Michael Sawyer, Northwestern Regional Lib., Elkin, 
NCCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


