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Howard S. Becker : What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From Cases  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What About Mozart? What About Murder?: 
Reasoning From Cases: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. a direct and readable book by a major sociological figureBy Tolen 
LaTeefA brilliant discussion by a major sociological thinker. One of the masterful features of Becker's work is that he 
is the rare sociologist who can explore difficult issues in a straightforward way. He is also a fine and funny writer. 
This is a good book for those non-sociologists who would like to learn something about how sociology, at its best, can 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=022616649X


illuminate human behavior.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I learned a lot. from this bookBy David 
L. ElliottRead this New Yorker essay by Adam Gopnik, then. buy the book with confidence. A Sociology book that is 
free of jargon and good reading.http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/01/12/outside-game0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Clear, compelling and thought provoking!By DocBecker offers a framework for thinking 
about and making sense of the world that embraces its nuances and complexities. Sorry I didn't get the hard copy to 
put in my library as a ready reference piece for clear headed reasoning.

In 1963, Howard S. Becker gave a lecture about deviance, challenging the then-conventional definition that deviance 
was inherently criminal and abnormal and arguing that instead, deviance was better understood as a function of 
labeling. At the end of his lecture, a distinguished colleague standing at the back of the room, puffing a cigar, looked 
at Becker quizzically and asked, What about murder? Isnt that really deviant? It sounded like Becker had been backed 
into a corner. Becker, however, wasnt defeated! Reasonable people, he countered, differ over whether certain killings 
are murder or justified homicide, and these differences vary depending on what kinds of people did the killing. In 
What About Mozart? What About Murder?, Becker uses this example, along with many others, to demonstrate the 
different ways to study society, one that uses carefully investigated, specific cases and another that relies on 
speculation and on what he calls killer questions, aimed at taking down an opponent by citing invented cases. Becker 
draws on a lifetime of sociological research and wisdom to show, in helpful detail, how to use a variety of kinds of 
cases to build sociological knowledge. With his trademark conversational flair and informal, personal perspective 
Becker provides a guide that researchers can use to produce general sociological knowledge through case studies. He 
champions research that has enough data to go beyond guesswork and urges researchers to avoid what he calls 
skeleton cases, which use fictional stories that pose as scientific evidence. Using his long career as a backdrop, Becker 
delivers a winning book that will surely change the way scholars in many fields approach their research.

Beckers gift for storytelling, his uncommon common sense, and his sly, contemporary eye make it clear that 
sociology, done right, is a liberal art, nimbly situated between philosophy and poetry. Nothing less than a handbook of 
how to think, What About Mozart? What About Murder?is a splendidly written and historically informed multicultural 
guide to forming questions that help make sense in and of our lives within a networked, global culture or, for that 
matter, a map of Paris or Chicago. 


