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Susan Carol Curzon : What Every Library Director Should Know before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What Every Library Director Should Know:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Practical Library Management WisdomBY LoveLibrariesThisisan
intensely practical book, which incidentally should not only be read by aspiring and newly minted library directors,
but by al types of library employees as well as those who work with libraries. They can benefit by seeing the point of
view of the director. Although geared to library directors, managers or directorsin similar organizations might learn a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810891875

thing or two about libraries and management from this book as well.The author, in ten easy to read chapters packed
full of useful information gives valuable advice on arange of topics, many of which aspiring library directors probably
never thought they would come across. Her vast experience in working in avariety of librariesinforms the
presentation of thoughtful and practical strategies and tips how to be a successful leader, a good boss, a mentor, an
advocate for the library, a good steward of resources, and a change agent, just to mention afew of the roles directors
must take on. The book includes valuable quotes from other directors supporting the authors arguments. | will
definitely recommend this book to colleagues.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you prefer to avoid
making every mistake yourself, ...By sp2lalf you prefer to avoid making every mistake yourself, and would rather
learn from the mistakes of others, this book isfor you. Whether you are alibrary director, or any director within
academic or bureaucratic structure, this book, rooted in everyday realities, helps you to navigate political landscape,
takes guesswork out of ambiguous situations, and provides compass for dealing with life events in your organization.
Grounded, real, honest, this piece is a conversation with a mentor you always wanted to have. After so many
leadership books on high-level strategies that leave you wondering: So how do | do all of this? - Sue Carol Curzon
takes your hand, shows you specific tactics, shares tips, and leads you across the field of unwritten rules and hidden
dangers. Y ears of experience compressed in a short volume that can be read from cover to cover and later referenced
for specific issues. Standing on these shoulders will give any new library director the confidence to lead from day
one.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Practical and usefulBy minnemoml purchased this as akindle
book as | am preparing to begin my first position as alibrary director. | found it to be useful and practical, providing
specific advice for avariety of situations. Throughout the book, | could see how it fit in to both the academic library
where | will soon be working, and also in the situations | have just left as a public library board member.I highlighted
many paragraphs for future reference and was glad of this option as an electronic resource.Recommended for those
starting out as library directors.

In this unconventional management text, author Dr. Susan Carol Curzon presents a different take on traditional library
management tools. Through personal narrative and anecdotes from other working professionals, Curzon presents the
many everyday challenges one meets as a library manager: The unwritten rules, strategies, and bits of wisdom only
learned on-the-job Behavioral nuances Political strategies Mentor-like advice Subtle communication codesRegardless
of the professional setting, management is management and wisdom is wisdom. What Every Library Director Should
Know istheinsiders view of vital actions, behaviors, and strategies needed to succeed in every type of library.

There are many current library management and administration books out there, but none of them distill the experience
and knowledge and directness this book does. Dr. Curzon brings her extensive experience and breadth of knowledge to
this book, and those who are currently in library director positions or thinking of moving their careersin this direction
will benefit from the pearls of wisdom available in What Every Library Director Should Know. (Bradford Eden, Dean
of Library Sciences, Vaparaiso University)Balancing a budget does not aleader make. Curzon has captured the
nuances of effective leadership with wisdom, common sense, elegance, and a practical how-to approach. Hereisa
library mentor you can trust. The book fills a need you never even knew existed, until you start reading it. (Uma
Hiremath, Executive Director of Ames Free Library, Easton, Massachusetts) There are many books and articles to
assist alibrary manager or director to study and reflect on what it takes to excel in organisational |eadership; however,
this title diverges from the norm. Rather than providing a management text, Curzon draws on her varied experience to
talk directly to the reader, sharing her extensive knowledge and enriching this with nuggets of advice from other
library directors. . . .The book is recommended as a reflective check-up for existing directors and a heads-up for
intending ones. Much of the content will also be of interest to library managers at al levels. It is quick to read and will
offer you understanding, insight, warning and challenge. (Australian Library Journal)About the AuthorDr. Susan Carol
Curzon is the dean emeritus of the University Library of California State University, Northridge. Her previous
positions include Director of Libraries for the City of Glendale, CA. and Regional Administrator for the County of Los
Angeles Public Library. She also has experience in a corporate library.



