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Mark Aronoff, Kirsten Fudeman : What is Morphology?  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised What is Morphology?: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Excellent introductory textBy ReaderI have read and used both 
editions. The second edition is significantly better and more comprehensive than the first. Though the exercises 
include many examples from languages other than English, this book is extremely useful as a reference book for ESL 
learners and other non-native English speakers. It is very easy to read. Technical terms are defined clearly in the text 
and glossary. The phonetic alphabet (necessary for understanding the examples and discussion) is provided. In a very 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1405194677


simple way, this book demystifies some of the apparent arbitrariness of English and other languages, which this 
particular reader finds fascinating.1 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A veritable swamp of jargon and 
dry, long winded, incomprehensible materialBy Malcontent StudentAn utter debacle of a text. Absolutely impossible 
to read, a long drawn out, bland textbook with a bunch of confusing words only defined once and never sufficiently 
explained. So dry and unreadable that it is impossible to read for longer than 20 seconds without having to stop and re-
read, or at least have a long, hard look at yourself and asking what your motivation for purchasing the book/studying 
morphology ever was. I could not tell anyone with a scrap of honesty that this text taught me anything except that the 
proper plural of 'Octopus' is 'Octopodes' (a fun bit of trivia for a party, hardly worth the $40 price tag)or gave me 
anything except an intense bitterness for all things linguistic. Nothing is ever sufficiently, much less clearly explained, 
especially for the level of comprehension of the target audience (people with only basic knowledge of linguistics)). 
Linguistic symbols and terms clog sentences beyond any amount that could be called reasonable, amongst a forest of 
overly large words (placed one after the other after the other...)meant to make the text seem cerebral and academic, 
which it evidently does to the professional reviewers cited in the book's first page. I would STRONGLY discourage 
any professor or student from using this book in any way, except maybe as a very expensive source of fire fuel.

What is Morphology? is a concise and critical introduction to the central ideas of morphology, which has been revised 
and expanded to include additional material on morphological productivity and the mental lexicon, experimental and 
computational methods, and new teaching material. Introduces the fundamental aspects of morphology to students 
with minimal background in linguistics Includes additional material on morphological productivity and the mental 
lexicon, and experimental and computational methods Features new and revised exercises as well as suggestions for 
further reading at the end of each chapter Equips students with the skills to analyze a wide breadth of classic 
morphological issues through engaging examples Uses cross-linguistic data throughout to illustrate concepts, 
specifically referencing Kujamaat Joola, a Senegalese language Includes a new answer key, available for instructors 
online at http://www.wiley.com/go/aronoff 

This characteristic of the book particularly recommends it for teaching, as it is often the case that undergraduate 
students are reluctant to engage in argumentation and favor prescriptive contents. This book manages to lure the 
student into thinking and arguing rather than learning definitions. (Anglistik, 2 September 2012) "The intended 
audience is undergraduate students in linguistics but the text is accessible enough for a person from a general audience 
wanting to understand the basic concepts in morphological theory and practice in linguistics." (Linguist, 25 June 2011) 
Aronoff and Fudeman have produced a clear and jargon-free introduction to contemporary morphological theory and 
practice. The book succeeds particularly in clarifying the empirical content, organizational principles and analytic 
techniques that distinguish morphology from other areas of linguistics. James P. Blevins, University of Cambridge 
Aronoff and Fudeman have produced a clear and jargon-free introduction to contemporary morphological theory and 
practice. The book succeeds particularly in clarifying the empirical content, organizational principles and analytic 
techniques that distinguish morphology from other areas of linguistics. James P. Blevins, University of Cambridge 
PRAISE FOR PREVIOUS EDITION "Aronoff and Fudeman have provided an extremely pleasant tour of the issues in 
modern morphological theory for beginning students. The rich collection of exercises will be a godsend to instructors 
and students alike, and the thread of discussion of a single language throughout the book is a brilliant stroke that other 
texts should emulate." Stephen R. Anderson, Yale University "This unusual book combines a basic start on 
morphology with an introduction to Kujamaat Jola. It is a fine addition to teaching materials on morphology: a book 
for beginners to use with a teacher, yet one from which any linguist could learn. The authors intend students to 
develop a lasting taste for morphology'. I think many will." Greville Corbett, University of Surrey, Guildford 
"Morphology has its own organizing principles, distinct from those of syntax, phonology, and the lexicon. Too many 
morphology textbooks obscure this fascinating fact, but Aronoff and Fudeman refreshingly make it the cornerstone of 
their exposition." Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy, University of CanterburyFrom the Back CoverAssuming only the most 
basic background in linguistics, What is Morphology? provides a concise, critical introduction to the central ideas and 
perennial problems of morphology. Designed to familiarize beginning students and specialists alike with the 
importance of morphology as a subject of research, this reader-friendly volume moves organically from the 
morphological facts of everyday life to important relationships with phonology, syntax, and semantics. This second 
edition builds on the previous one, expanding chapters on morphological productivity and the mental lexicon, and 
adding coverage of experimental and computational methods. Aronoff and Fudeman have revised and expanded the 
exercises and added suggestions for further reading to each chapter. Data from Kujamaat Joola, a West African 
language, is used throughout the book to explain and clarify new ideas presented. What is Morphology? equips readers 
with the skills to analyze a wealth of classic morphological issues through engaging narration and by direct example. 


