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Janet D. Spector : What This Awl Means. Feminist Archaeology at a Wahpeton Dakota Village before
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but | hated this bookBy ReviewerVery hard to get into, and to
understand. | get what Spektor is going for, but | hated this book.Quality of the book itself, however, is very good.1 of
2 people found the following review helpful. popular archaeologyBy Sandra StrayerThis book is accessible to awide
audience as it explains practice and thinking in North American archaeology since the 1980's as it recounts the story of
adig. AsDr. Specter points out, much of academic archaeological writing isdry and full of tables and maps with little
actual illumination of the lifeways of those who made the archaeol ogical record. She actually brings one vanished
Native American woman to "life" through a consideration of her awl, aleather working tool. It's not fiction, like Clan
of the Cavebear, but avery plausible story of the relationship of this woman to her awl and how they fit into 19th
century Sioux society. Another important aspect of this book isits explanation of the tension between the
anthropological community and that of the Native peoples. Thisis extremely important in today's North American
archaeology regarding Native sites.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Must read for Dakotah historyBy
pfurshongTHisis agreat book on Dakotah history through the female perspective that provides great insights to the
life of the people.

This pioneering work focuses on excavations and discoveries at Little Rapids, a 19th-century Eastern Dakota planting
village near present-day Minneapoalis.



