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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised What Worksin
Development?: Thinking Big and Thinking Small:

3 of 13 people found the following review helpful. This book is an eye opener - at lastBy Buyer anoymousThis book
raises the right questions and proposes some valid answers. In some cases it seemsit is already too late as other books
painfully describe in a more pessimistic fashion:1. "Lords of poverty"2. "U.N. a Cosa Nostra'3. "War Games: The
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Story of Aidin Modern Times'4. "The Crisis Caravan: What's Wrong With Humanitarian Aid?'War Games: The
Story of Aid and War in Modern TimesU.N. a Cosa Nostra: The workings of an organization 'helping' the poorest of
the world (Volume 1) The Crisis Caravan: What's Wrong with Humanitarian Aid?The Road to Hell: The Ravaging
Effects of Foreign Aid and International CharityHumanitarianism in Question: Palitics, Power, Ethics

What Works in Development? brings together leading experts to address one of the most basic yet vexing issuesin
development: what do we really know about what works and what doesn'tin fighting global poverty?The contributors,
including many of the world's most respected economic devel opment analysts, focus on the ongoing debate over
which paths to devel opment truly maximize results. Should we emphasize a big-picture approachfocusing on the role
of institutions, macroeconomic policies, growth strategies, and other country-level factors? Or is a more grassroots
approach the way to go, with the focus on particular microeconomic interventions such as conditional cash transfers,
bed nets, and other microlevel improvements in service delivery on the ground? The book attempts to find a consensus
on which approach is likely to be more effective.Contributors include Nana Ashraf (Harvard Business School), Abhijit
Banerjee (MIT), Nancy Birdsall (Center for Global Development), Anne Case (Princeton University), Jessica Cohen
(Brookings),William Easterly (NY U and Brookings),Alaka Halla (Innovations for Poverty Action), Ricardo Hausman
(Harvard University), Simon Johnson (MIT), Peter Klenow (Stanford University), Michael Kremer (Harvard), Ross
Levine (Brown University), Sendhil Mullainathan (Harvard), Ben Olken (MIT), Lant Pritchett (Harvard), Martin
Ravallion (World Bank), Dani Rodrik (Harvard), Paul Romer (Stanford University), and DavidWeil (Brown).

About the AuthorJessica Cohen is a development economic research fellow with the Global Economy and
Development program at the Brookings Institution. William Easterly, professor of economics at New Y ork University
and anonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, is the author of The White Man's Burden:Why theWest's
Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much 1l and So Little Good (Penguin, 2006).



