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Jim Comer : When Roles Reverse: A Guide to Parenting Your Parents  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised When Roles Reverse: A Guide to Parenting Your Parents: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book.By SusieLI've had this book for over a year now think 
it's very valuable. The book contains information that is good on an emotional level as well as a pragmatic level. Jim 
Comer's writing style is very enjoyable. The only reason I didn't give it five stars is that the book, while practical 
enjoyable, was a bit depressing to me. I did get his DVD that imparts the non-tech information in a more palatable way 
(for me) due to Jim's delivery. What I mean about non-tech info is that the DVD (which I have on my iPod watch 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1571745009


every few months or so) is his telling "you" to not correct them, enter their world, don't interrupt them if they are 
telling you the same thing for the gazillionth time, etc. I often mentally go through this list on my way to my mother's 
house.IMO, the book the DVD very much supplement each other since the book lists details about elder care lawyers 
details about what you need to have covered the DVD deals more with the dealings of day to day life.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent resource for anyone with senior parentsBy Nina EisenmanIf found 
Parenting Your Parents to be the most helpful guide to navigating this challenging time of life. Jim combines expert 
advice, real action items with stories from his own life. He is able to find humor and humanity in one of life's most 
emotionally painful, stressful situations--key to making it through parenting parents with your sanity intact. After my 
mother got sick my family had to think about what the next right step was for her and dad. After I read this book I 
bought copies for my sister and brother to help guide our family meetings. It was extremely helpful and I would 
recommend it to anyone with senior parents. It's better to plan ahead than to scramble to come up with a solution once 
something life changing happens.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easy to read book is very 
enlightening on the subject of elderly care in the U.S.By JiminyCThis book couldn't have come at a better time for me. 
My parent was going through some of the exact same things as the author's parents and even in the same geographical 
area. I knew nothing about caregiving and this book was like a guideline for action and so much more than that. It's 
also an eye opener for one's own future care and I highly recommend everyone read this book even if you don't have a 
family member to care for. I can't thank the author enough. I can say prices have risen since this book was published 
and I can also confirm that the highest priced places are not necessarily the best.

After his father suffered a massive stroke and his mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer's, Jim Comer found himself 
an overnight "parent" at the age of 51. When he walked into his father's hospital room everyone looked to him as the 
"man who knew all the answers." He soon realized he didn't even know the questions.In ten years of caregiving, 
Comer has not only learned the questions he has lived them, and with When Roles Reverse he shares his hard-won 
answers.He learned to deal with hospitals, insurance companies, rehab centers, his father's deafness and his mother's 
dementia. Through it all Jim has kept his sanity and sense of humor, in the process forging a deeper, more intimate 
relationship with his parents.With laugh-out-loud humor, Jim deals with improvisational moments for which there is 
no preparation:You find three gallons of Scotch in your dad's retirement home closet;Your Mother refuses to leave her 
home of 34 years and can only be coaxed into the car with promises of ice cream;At a crowded Sunday dinner table, 
your father announces that he wants you to give him an enema after lunch . . .And offers personal experience and 
expert insight on the many issues it's absolutely essential to plan for such as:Wills, powers of attorney, and other legal 
documents every family needsWhich siblings will be there when your parents need them?Selecting a first-rate care 
facility and getting long-term care insuranceNew Medicaid guidelines and how to qualifyHospice care and end-of-life 
decisionsWhen Roles Reverse even includes "Fifty Questions that will save you Time, Money, and Tears," a special 
section designed to help families initiate vital communication and prepare for the crises, confusion and unexpected 
joys of caregiving.

Comer tells it like it is. If about to become a caregiver, read this book to get a good look. -- Caregiving News, 
November 30, 2006In ten years of caregiving, Jim has lived the questions and learned the answers. -- Women's Radio, 
Kathryn PricePractical and compassionate account of one man's experience with his parents. -- Texas Co-op Power, 
January 2007Provides important differences not covered in competing titles. Author's first-person experiences blend 
with humor to provide insights on real-life scenarios. -- California BookwatchThe need for deeper intimacy lies at the 
heart...Chronicle of Comer's 10 years as caregiver to both of his parents. -- Energy Times, November/December 
2006[Comer's] goal is to help caregivers make informed decisions, avoid disasters and face facts. -- ForeWord, 
July/August 2006From the PublisherThe answers you need--the personal, "been there" advice you can trust After his 
father suffered a massive stroke and his mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer's, Jim Comer found himself an 
overnight "parent" at the age of 51. When he walked into his father's hospital room everyone looked to him as the 
"man who knew all the answers." He soon realized he didn't even know the questions. In ten years of caregiving, 
Comer has not only learned the questions he has lived them, and with When Roles Reverse he shares his hard-won 
answers. He learned to deal with hospitals, insurance companies, rehab centers, his father's deafness and his mother's 
dementia. Through it all Jim has kept his sanity and sense of humor, in the process forging a deeper, more intimate 
relationship with his parents. With laugh-out-loud humor, Jim deals with improvisational moments for which there is 
no preparation: You find three gallons of Scotch in your dad's retirement home closet; Your Mother refuses to leave 
her home of 34 years and can only be coaxed into the car with promises of ice cream; At a crowded Sunday dinner 
table, your father announces that he wants you to give him an enema after lunch.... And offers personal experience and 
expert insight on the many issues it's absolutely essential to plan for such as: Wills, powers of attorney, and other legal 
documents every family needs Which siblings will be there when your parents need them? Selecting first-rate care 
facility and getting long-term care insurance New Medicaid guidelines and how to qualify Hospice care and end-of-
life decisions When Roles Reverse even includes "Fifty Questions that will save you Time, Money, and Tears," a 



special section designed to help families initiate vital communication and prepare for the crises, confusion and 
unexpected joys of caregiving.About the AuthorJim Comer has appeared on The Today Show, written jokes for Bob 
Hope and Joan Rivers, and worked as a speech coach and creative consultant for Fortune 500 companies for twenty 
years. 


