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Michael Phillips : White Metropolis: Race, Ethnicity, and Religion in Dallas, 1841-2001  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised White Metropolis: Race, Ethnicity, and 
Religion in Dallas, 1841-2001: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Reveals among other things how wealthy white businessmen 
promulgated the ...By ArksterReveals among other things how wealthy white businessmen promulgated the myth of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=029271274X


Dallas as having sprung from nothing but their own acumen, and deliberately used race to keep the working class 
divided against itself.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I felt like not enough time and attention was 
given to Dallas ...By Gabriel A. LeCrossThe book was informative but is chronologically challenged. The author 
seemed to jump around time periods and made it difficult to draw a straight line from one event to the next. Also, I felt 
like not enough time and attention was given to Dallas in the 80's, 90's, and 2000's.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Lawrence PattersonGreat insights on Dallas and its history!

Winner, T. R. Fehrenbach Award, Texas Historical Commission, 2007From the nineteenth century until today, the 
power brokers of Dallas have always portrayed their city as a progressive, pro-business, racially harmonious 
community that has avoided the racial, ethnic, and class strife that roiled other Southern cities. But does this image of 
Dallas match the historical reality? In this book, Michael Phillips delves deeply into Dallas's racial and religious past 
and uncovers a complicated history of resistance, collaboration, and assimilation between the city's African American, 
Mexican American, and Jewish communities and its white power elite.Exploring more than 150 years of Dallas 
history, Phillips reveals how white business leaders created both a white racial identity and a Southwestern regional 
identity that excluded African Americans from power and required Mexican Americans and Jews to adopt Anglo-
Saxon norms to achieve what limited positions of power they held. He also demonstrates how the concept of whiteness 
kept these groups from allying with each other, and with working- and middle-class whites, to build a greater power 
base and end elite control of the city. Comparing the Dallas racial experience with that of Houston and Atlanta, 
Phillips identifies how Dallas fits into regional patterns of race relations and illuminates the unique forces that have 
kept its racial history hidden until the publication of this book.

"An ambitious work, White Metropolis deserves attention from historians interested in the history of Texas, urban 
studies, and southern culture." (Southwestern Historical Quarterly)"This is an important contribution to the study of 
race relations, Texas history, southern history, and Jewish history. . . . As Phillips persuasively argues, Dallas is almost 
absurdly understudied." (Benjamin Heber Johnson, Southern Methodist University, author of Revolution in Texas: 
How a Forgotten Rebellion and Its Bloody Suppression Turned Mexicans into Americans) "This is an important 
contribution to the study of race relations, Texas history, southern history, and Jewish history. . . . As Phillips 
persuasively argues, Dallas is almost absurdly understudied." (Benjamin Heber Johnson, Southern Methodist 
University, author of Revolution in Texas: How a Forgotten Rebellion and Its Bloody Suppression Turned Mexicans 
into Americans)About the AuthorMICHAEL PHILLIPS is a researcher at the Center for American History at the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he earned his Ph.D. in 2002. 


