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Robert Chambers: Whose Reality Counts?: Putting the First Last before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Whose Reality Counts?: Putting the First Last:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read for Development Studies and PracticeBy OsenoWhile
it might be premature to give full comment on this book because | am yet to read it all up. | must say it isavery good
reference book for any Development Studies student or practitioner who is looking to make a sustained difference with
development initiatives. This book was recommended by my Professor and Thesis Supervisor. Its an insightful read on
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participatory approach to development.O of 3 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Rhonda
L operGood book.

In this sequel to "Rural Development: Putting the last first" Robert Chambers argues that central issues in development
have been overlooked, and that many past errors have flowed from domination by those with power.Development
professionals now need new approaches and methods forinteracting, learning and knowing. Through analyzing
experience - of past mistakes and myths, and of the continuing methodological revolution of PRA (participatory rural
appraisal) - the author points towards solutions.In many countries, urban and rural people alike have shown an
astonishing ability to express and analyze their local, complex and diverse realities which are often at odds with the
top-down realities imposed by professionals. The author argues that personal, professional and institutional changeis
essential if the realities of the poor are to receive greater recognition. Self-critical awareness and changes in concepts,
values, methods and behaviour must be devel oped to explore the new high ground of participation and
empowerment."Whose Reality Counts?' presents aradical challenge to al concernedwith development, whether
practitioners,researchers or policy-makers, in all organizations and disciplines, and at all levels from fieldworkersto
the heads of agencies. With its thrust of putting the first last it presents a new, exciting and above al practical agenda
for future devel opment which cannot be ignored.

About the AuthorRobert Chambers is Research Associate, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex and
the author of Participatory Workshops (2002) and Ideas for Devel opment (2005).



