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David Robeck : Will Work for . . . : The Untold Stories of Homelessness  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Will Work for . . . : The Untold Stories of Homelessness: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Must ReadBy MaddyDavids book opened my eyes to the issues 
and facts of homelessness. The things he points out about how we react to the homeless on the streets are so true. I 
hate to say that I am one of those people that acts like Im adjusting my radio or looking for something in my purse as 
they walk between the cars at stop lights.The stories he shares of his personal experiences working with the homeless 
are both touching and shocking. His writing pulls you into the stories, which is not something I expected from a book 
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about homelessness. It will open your eyes and give you a new understanding of the struggle to survive of those less 
fortunate than those of us who are able to afford this book. I highly recommend this book.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This is a remarkable book giving extraordinary insight to one ...By Richard K. McquadyThis 
is a remarkable book giving extraordinary insight to one of Americas biggest problems, homelessness. This book 
examines the lives and circumstances of real people and provides an in-depth look at the inefficiencies of most 
interventions. This should be read by everyone of compassion. You will not regret buying this book. I give it five 
stars.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is like an instruction manual to them and certainly gives clear 
...By Zoya P.I have never had to deal with such problems presented, but those who do can learn quite a few tips from 
this book. It is like an instruction manual to them and certainly gives clear insight into how painful the lives of the 
vulnerable are and how sincere one should be in their effort to help them in earnest. My opinion is that this book is 
well done and I appreciate the author's writing skills.

People are generally do-gooders. We want to help. And were going to help the homeless and those in poverty one way 
or another! Right? Most believers and nonbelievers were culturally reared to embrace Biblical principles that guide us 
to: Defend the poor and the fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and the needy: rid them 
out of the hand of the wicked. Psalm 82:3, 4 KJV Can anyone disagree with these precepts? We must help! BUT 
HOW? Despite visible homelessness in our communities, most people dont fully understand the issues and the 
complex causes. We address a symptom with a temporary fix that makes us feel good. We volunteer at nonprofits that 
focus on food, medical care, or spiritual guidance. While these address immediate needs providing nutrition, bandages, 
and spiritual joy, they rarely address core problems that affect the lives of those in need. When it comes to 
homelessness most government entities are guided by the misused term homeless as they find ways to provide a 
physical residence, but the lack of shelter is merely a symptom. This government cure gets them off the streets, out of 
sight, and often forgotten. Many core problems are traced back to teen and single parentage, broken homes, mixed 
families, intolerant parents, and abusive relationships, etc. Along with addiction and mental illness these are 
exacerbated by courts empowered by inadequate legislation to mediate single issues alone. Some prominent advocates 
with an understanding of deeper issues often focus on building their own empire. They earn academic credentials on 
preset research and hire peers to perpetuate their work. They obtain unending government grants and contracts using 
self-serving and dubious statistics to justify new business ventures or unwarranted salaries for themselves, their 
partners, coworkers, and relatives. Conversely, but equally as troubling, are nonprofits with historic reputations that 
are outdated, poorly managed, and operate at low performance standards. These are often managed by egocentric, 
nepotistic, and unqualified employees, many of whom are taken from the ranks of troubled clients and touted as 
success stories. Programs must be appropriate, self-sustainable, and report reliable outcomes. Often observed is 
political manipulation, ineffective programs, poor financial stewardship, unqualified management, and expectations of 
unquantifiable fellowship. The overlapping issues of homelessness and poverty are examined through interwoven 
patterns of firsthand stories of real people. These stories are true and touching and frustrating or disgusting or 
infuriating. Homelessness is not the same reality for any two people. It represents complex issues that require a variety 
of services and tough decisions that are not always politically incorrect. Its the authors goal to help the reader 
understand the challenges, survival strategies, social interaction, and conditions in the broader spectrum of 
homelessness. Collaboration is key. Rather than simply pay our taxes and make our donations, the entire community 
must continue to report, question, challenge, and encourage those weve assigned to care for our homeless. We must 
respond with goals beyond affordable housing and free food and medical care. The homeless and impoverished must 
also be encouraged to engage and become active in our communities. They may lack traditional life and social skills, 
but they have much to offer. They cant be left to survive as victims of addiction, mental illness, abuse, poverty, 
unending nonprofit services, and government management. They must also be challenged to make better decisions and 
become fully engaged in a self-directed life. This book offers fresh insight and a clearer vision for your community, 
government and nonprofit groups by providing a deeper understanding of this broad-spectrum challenge we call 
homelessness.

About the AuthorDavid Robeck is passionate about helping the homeless, poor, mentally ill and disabled, and children 
facing challenges in foster care and orphanages. He encourages improvement in nonprofit outcomes and business 
community engagement. Working from his hometown of Las Vegas, Nevada he enjoys life as the single father with 
his four sons adopted from Russian orphanages. He was born into social service work as the son of protestant ministers 
who founded and pastored a church in Las Vegas, Nevada where he learned first-hand about individual challenges and 
social injustice. Robeck has been an enthusiastic board member, officer and volunteer at various nonprofit 
organizations including Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Nevada School of the Arts, Discovery Ministries, Nevada Economic 
Development Company and the Nevada Small Business Development Center. He served as Executive Director of 
Social Services for The Salvation Army and United Methodist Social Ministries and has taught courses and seminars 
in non-profit development and strategic planning, marketing, management, finance and economics at colleges and 



universities in the United States and in Russia. He has been instrumental in the creation and development of dozens of 
nonprofit organizations and NGOs. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Mr. Robeck represented the United 
States as an advisor in the inaugural Peace Corps mission to Russia. His innovative work creating free enterprise and 
NGO projects and resulting in his founding of the countrys first NGO business development center was recognized by 
the US Information Agency (USIA), the Eurasia Foundation, US Peace Corps, US Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and the US Embassy in Moscow. Mr. Robeck later served as regional director of a small 
business loan program at seven banks in three Russian cities for the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD). He has also been an executive at Citibank, Wells Fargo Bank, and several community banks. 
Mr. Robeck holds a BS degree in Finance and a Masters degree in Business Administration (MBA) from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 


