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From University of Wisconsin Press : Wisconsin Talk: Linguistic Diversity in the Badger State (Languages and 
Folklore of Upper Midwest)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Wisconsin Talk: Linguistic Diversity in the Badger State (Languages and Folklore of Upper Midwest): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "Down by Schusters and up two blocks, yet." Where di this come 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0299293343


from?By Prefer AnonymityI've not finished reading this book, but as a Wisconsin native of Germanic heritage, this 
book answers a number of questions my wife and I have often asked. I think it is very interesting because of our roots, 
but it is easy to see how these regional uses of language could apply anywhere in our mixing pot country. The book 
was recommended by NPR radio program Way With Words, and I thank them for it.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. and I thoroughly enjoyed every second of itBy Kindle CustomerI had to read this book for a course, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed every second of it. As a transplant to Wisconsin, it was nice learning the linguistic history of 
my new home.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fun reading language originsBy Kathy A.Interesting! 
Fun reading language origins !

Wisconsin is one of the most linguistically rich places in North America. It has the greatest diversity of American 
Indian languages east of the Mississippi, including Ojibwe and Menominee from the Algonquian language family, Ho-
Chunk from the Siouan family, and Oneida from the Iroquoian family. French place names dot the state's map. 
German, Norwegian, and Polishthe languages of immigrants in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuriesare still 
spoken by tens of thousands of people, and the influx of new immigrants speaking Spanish, Hmong, and Somali 
continues to enrich the state's cultural landscape. These languages and others (Walloon, Cornish, Finnish, Czech, and 
more) have shaped the kinds of English spoken around the state. Within Wisconsin's borders are found three different 
major dialects of American English, and despite the influences of mass media and popular culture, they are not 
mergingthey are dramatically diverging. An engaging survey for both general readers and language scholars, 
Wisconsin Talk brings together perspectives from linguistics, history, cultural studies, and geography to illuminate 
why language matters in our everyday lives. The authors highlight such topics as: words distinctive to the state how 
recent and earlier immigrants have negotiated cultural and linguistic challenges the diversity of bilingual speakers that 
enriches our communities how maps can convey the stories of language the relation of Wisconsin's Indian languages 
to language loss worldwide.

"An outstanding book that will set the standards for books of its kind. At once accessibleindeed, enjoyableand both 
original and fully informed."Michael Adams, editor of American Speech 


