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Glenda Riley : Women and Nature: Saving the" Wild" West (Women in the West) before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Women and Nature: Saving the "Wild" West
(Women in the West):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good ResourceBy Deirdre Arntzl found this history filled in some
blanks and was helpful. If thisis your topic, go for it. Dee
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Long before Rachel Carsons fight against pesticides placed female environmental activists in the national spotlight,
women were involved in American environmentalism. In Women and Nature: Saving the "Wild" West, Glenda Riley
callsfor areappraisal of the roots of the American conservation movement. This thoroughly researched study of
women conservationists provides a needed corrective to the male-dominated historiography of environmental studies.

From Library Journalln this thoroughly researched environmental history, Riley (history, Ball State Univ.) shows how
between 1870 and 1940 large numbers of women helped forge the American conservation movement. The text
examines the ways American women have val ued the natural world, whether collecting native plants, evoking the
Western landscape in literature or art, conducting preservation campaigns through women's clubs, or ssimply traveling
in the wilderness. Although Riley's treatment lacks the sustained narrative interest of Vera Norwood's seminal Made
from This Earth (LJ 2/15/93), it brings specia strengths to the study of the feminine relationship to nature: a
concentration on women's influence in changing the prevailing cultural perception of the Western wilderness from
dangerous and desolate to healthy and inspiring; and information on scores of courageous, dedicated, and often
forgotten women. The book's detailed list of sources and extensive endnotes are a valuable resource. Recommended
for women's studies and environmental history collections.AJoan S. Elbers, formerly with Montgomery Coll.,
Rockville, MDCopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. A thoughtful and informative portrait of womens roles
in western conservation and environmentalism. . . .It demands reevaluation of popular assumptions about women and
western landscapes, and about environmental history. . . . Women and Nature provides a solid foundation for further
research on women and natural resourcesin the West. . . . Especially valuable, making visible the untold story of
womens influence at the grassroots level.Dorothy C. Garceau, New Mexico Historical



