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Madeline Pelner Cosman : Women at Work in Medieval Europe  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Women at Work in Medieval Europe: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. a new look at medieval historyBy A CustomerIn this educating 
and entertaining book, Madeleine Pelner Cosman takes a new look at women in medieval European history. She points 
out that women's accomplishments have been overlooked and their status misinterpreted by historians. By taking a 
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new look at the evidence, she is able to demonstrate that women were very active in the society and economy of 
medieval Europe. This book provides new insight into women's lives. Of particular interest is her explanation of the 
origins of family names and the evidence that some of these names must have been passed down matrilineally. The 
only real objection I have to this book is that the title is somewhat misleading. It promises to be about women in 
medieval Europe, but is, for the most part, about England. There is material about women from other European 
countries, but the bulk of the material refers to English women.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Misleading TitleBy J. GramboLively reading but NOT for youth. If your middle school or high school student is 
researching Medieval Europe, avoid this book -- it is not what you would assume from the cover. Many scatological 
and sexual references, all documented with their historical sources. Black and white illustrations. Adults only.3 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Book needs an editBy F. AitkensThe subject is interesting, but as 
mentioned in other reviews, the author focusses on English history with few European examples. The book is 
somewhat dry and difficult to read, not because it is an academic treatment, but because it has not been edited. The 
many ungrammatical sentences require several readings to elicit the meaning. I think it's sad that publishers do not 
care enough about their books to ensure a decent edit.

"Women at Work in Medieval Europe is a spirited look at a slice of historyrarely discussed. Medieval women worked 
in professions and crafts that we often think wereclosed to them before the modern era. In fact


